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The above cartoon by Dave McKay, which appeared in the 
Seattle (Wash.) Post-Intelligencer, February 15, 1937, in con- 
nection with a bill before the state legislature for aid to public 
libraries, is reproduced through the courtesy of the Post- 


Intelligencer. 




















Sectional Reorganization 


By CHARLES H. BROWN 


Chairman, Reorganization Committee, College and Reference Section 


Lac following report, in substance, 


was presented by Mr. Brown to the Col- 
lege Librarians of the Middle West at the 
last Midwinter Conference in Chicago, 
and by Hazel Armstrong to Normal 
School and Teachers College Librarians. 


Organizations, as well as individuals, 
grow. Clothes which admirably suit the 
needs of a ten-year-old are quite inade- 
quate when carefully preserved for the use 
of an adult man. The American Library 
Association in 1889 at the time of the or- 
ganization of its first section—the Section 
of University and School Libraries—was 
thirteen years old. At that time the mem- 
bership had mounted to 267. When the 
College and Reference Section was re- 
organized in 1897, the membership was 
434, and the attendance at the annual con- 
ference, 315. In 1937 after 61 years of 
existence, we have a membership of 13,057. 
The attendance at meetings of the College 
and Reference Section during the last few 
years has been far greater than the total 
attendance at A. L. A. meetings at the 
time the section was formed. 

The division of the general conference 
into simultaneous sectional meetings in 
1897 may be ascribed chiefly to the in- 
creasing size of the Association and the 
desirability of obtaining smaller groups for 
purposes of discussion. The College and 
Reference Section of the A. L. A. was 
organized to obviate the difficulties, appar- 


193 


ent even in 1889, of handling a large body 
of people “seeking information on varied 
topics.” 

The increasing membership of the 
A. L. A. and the increasing interest in 
the College and Reference Section have 
made desirable an examination of the or- 
ganization of the section and its relation 
to the parent body. For a number of years 
the need for a reorganization was recog- 
nized, but the time did not seem opportune 
for a study of the question until the Rich- 
mond meeting in 1936. At that time the 
section appointed a committee to make as 
thorough a study as possible of the ques- 
tions relating to reorganization, and to 
report tentatively at the Columbia and 
Chicago meetings and at the New York 
meeting in June. This action was stimu- 
lated in part by proposals that subgroups 
of teachers college and junior college li- 
brarians be formed, and that reference li- 
brarians in public libraries be encouraged 
to form a separate round table, but chiefly 
by the realization of the obvious fact that 
under the existing organization the reason- 
able aims of a group of college and uni- 
versity librarians could not be accom- 
plished. 

Any reorganization of a section of the 
A. L. A. is complicated by the fact that 
the present sectional organization is based 
upon both functions and types of libraries. 
The Catalog Section and the Lending Sec- 
tion represent a division by function. The 
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Agricultural Libraries Section represents a 
division by type of libraries. The College 
and Reference Section is in part an or- 
ganization by type—colleges—and in part 
by function—reference work. A reorgani- 
zation of the A. L. A. would be possible 
by types of libraries—college, reference, 
university, public—with a subdivision by 
functions. Another possible division 
would be by functions with a subdivision 
by types. Under the second arrangement, 
we would have the Catalog Section of 
the A. L. A., divided into subsections for 
cataloging for small public libraries, etc. 
The reorganization committee is rather 
inclined to believe that the present 
division by both functions and types of li- 
braries might well be retained on the under- 
standing that the sections organized by 
types do not consider functional questions 
for which certain other sections are 
formed. Therefore, questions of catalog- 
ing would not be considered by the Col- 
lege and Reference Section, but would be 
referred to the Catalog Section. 

Another problem that demands consid- 
eration is the representation of types of 
libraries on the governing body of the 
parent organization. About one-fourth of 
the members of the A. L. A. are attached 
to college, university, and reference libra- 
ries. A minority group does not usually ob- 
tain its proportion of representation, as an 
examination of the composition of the Ex- 
ecutive Board for a number of years will 
attest. Eventually it may be desirable for 
the A. L. A. to make provision for pro- 
portional representation on its governing 
board of the various interests represented 
in the membership. 

A third problem which confronts all the 
larger sections is how discussion groups 
can be organized in view of the large 
attendance at sectional meetings. 
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Another problem is the question of dues 
for sectional membership. Some of the 
junior members have stated that when 
they joined the A. L. A. they thought 
their dues would admit them to all priv- 
ileges, but later they found that additional 
dues were required. ‘The librarian of a 
large university library is confronted not 
only by a multiplicity of separate organi- 
zations to which he may be considered to 
owe allegiance, such as the Medical Li- 
brary Association, American Association of 
Law Libraries, Bibliographical Society of 
America, Association of Research Libra- 
ries, Special Libraries Association, etc., 
but also by the very many sections of the 
A. L. A. in which, on account of the great 
ramification of his work, he may be in- 
terested. For many years there has been 
a tendency to form different organizations, 
sections, and round tables to deal with 
specific problems, without any considera- 
tion of the relations of the various groups 
to each other. One university librarian 
counted 24 library organizations (includ- 
ing sections of the A. L. A.) in which 
he was interested and should be active. 


More AvuTONOMY DESIRABLE 


The committee believes that in view of 
the increasing membership of the A. L. A., 
the Association will find it desirable in the 
future to grant more autonomy to, and 
make more definite distinction between, 
the different groups composing its mem- 
bership. The tendency should be to per- 
mit groups which can be defined by the 
type of library to conduct their own ac- 
tivities. Under such a policy a careful 
correlation of the work of the A. L. A. 
committees and of the sectional committees 
will be necessary. The groups will have 
to be recognized as authorized to speak 
for the types of libraries they represent. 
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A. L. A. boards which concern entirely 
the work of one group must be in some 
way related to the governing board of the 
group, and, to a certain extent, be re- 
sponsible to the group. For example, the 
College Library Advisory Board even now 
cannot act independently of the weight 
of the public opinion of college and uni- 
versity librarians. This fact should be 
recognized in the organization of the Col- 
lege Library Advisory Board. Otherwise, 
an unfortunate conflict may arise between 
a governing board and the group member- 
ship. The problem can be easily handled 
by the appointment of ex officio repre- 
sentatives of the section on A. L. A. com- 
mittees or boards dealing with college and 
university questions, and vice versa. 


Stupy May Have Broap IMPLICATIONS 


Recognizing that a study of the reor- 
ganization of the College and Reference 
Section may affect other sections of the 
A. L. A. and may have a certain relation- 
ship to the organization of the A. L. A., 
the Executive Board appointed two of its 
members—Mr. Joeckel and Mr. Spauld- 
ing—to consult with the committee on re- 
organization, in the hope that a solution 
could be reached which would be of value 
not only to the College and Reference Sec- 
tion, but to the whole A. L. A. organiza- 
tion. It is unnecessary to say that the 
sectional committee welcomes this ap- 
pointment. 

The reorganization comittee, however, 
did not consider it within its province to 
recommend any reorganization of the 
A. L. A. by sections. It hopes to present 
some questions for the consideration of 
A. L. A. committees. Its primary aim is 
to determine the best form of organiza- 
tion for members connected with college, 
university, and reference libraries. After 


much consideration the committee voted 
to recommend the form of organization, 
whatever it may be, which seemed the 
most desirable for the section, even though 
amendments to the Constitution and 
By-Laws of the Association should be 
required. 


Opinions WHICH QUESTIONNAIRE 
REVEALED 


A questionnaire was sent to all libra- 
rians of university, college, teachers col- 
lege, and junior college libraries in the 
United States, except those with budgets 
under $2,000. A total of 1,200 letters 
were mailed. Replies were received from 
over 300. ‘The returns were practically 
unanimous in favor of a stronger organiza- 
tion of college and university librarians. 
The opinion was also practically unani- 
mous that the reorganized section should 
include members of the staffs of all col- 
lege, university, and reference libraries, 
and that any group within the section 
should be permitted to form a subsection, 
autonomous within its own field, with pro- 
portional representation on the executive 
board of the section. A small minor- 
ity favored a group organized independ- 
ently of the A. L. A. A larger number 
felt that the group should remain within 
the A. L. A. if permission could be ob- 
tained to form a strong organization 
within the parent body. About one-half 
favored a distinctive name. 

The questions which have not yet been 
solved to the satisfaction of the committee 
are as follows: 

1. What organization can be formed 
which will make possible the maximum 
contributions of the group to the improve- 
ment of the services of college and uni- 
versity libraries? How can we so organize 
that we can through group action further 
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the library interests of our membership? 
Obviously, a strong organization can ac- 
complish much more than a weak one, both 
in its influence within the group and in its 
influence upon other educational bodies. 

2. What can be done to bring all mem- 
bers of the staffs of college, university, and 
reference libraries into the group and to 
stimulate them to active work? At pres- 
ent there are 2,922 members of the 
A. L. A. attached to college, university, 
and reference libraries. Of this number 
only 140 are members of the College and 
Reference Section. Obviously, the mem- 
bership should be greatly increased. What 
are the best means to do it? 

3. What is the best name for the sec- 
tion? (a) Shall we retain the present 
name with the ambiguous word “reference” 
—which may mean reference libraries or 
reference work of public libraries? (b) 
Shall we adopt an entirely different name, 
such as the Association of College, Univer- 
sity, and Reference Libraries, but continue 
to act as a section of the A. L. A.? (c) 
Shall we follow the example of the Na- 
tional Education Association and call our- 
selves a department, or preferably a 
division, of the A. L. A.? As, for example, 
American Library Association, Division of 


College, University, and Reference Li- 
braries? 


NEED For CLOsED MEETINGS 


4. Section 18 of the By-Laws of the 
A. L. A. provides that all sectional meet- 
ings must be thrown open to any members 
of the Association who wish to attend. 
At times, to facilitate the business of the 
section, it may be desirable to limit attend- 
ance to the members of the section. It is 
possible, of course, to reserve certain seats 
for members, but this solution is not al- 
ways satisfactory. There have been occa- 
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sions when librarians not connected with 
college and university libraries have taken 
part in the discussion, almost to the exclu- 
sion of those chiefly interested, and have 
assumed the direction of certain policies 
of the section. A large attendance of those 
not connected with college and university 
libraries does not encourage discussion. 
Many times at both the annual and the 
midwinter meetings the rooms have been 
too small to permit attendance of all who 
desired to come. Collcve and university 
librarians could not obtain seats because of 
the influx of those not connected with col- 
lege and university libraries and not mem- 
bers of the section. The success of the 
Columbia meetings may be due in part to 
the fact that attendance is practically re- 
stricted to college and university libra- 
rians. The round table group of librarians 
of large public libraries limits the attend- 
ance at its meetings. Should not large 
sections of the A .L. A. have the same 
privilege? This limitation would certain- 
ly assist in increasing the membership of 
the section. 


DEFINITE PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES 
WANTED 


5. Any group naturally desires to show 
some tangible results of its discussions. 
How far should the group encourage ac- 
tivities within its own circle? Many 
contributions made by the A. L. A. were 
first proposed within the group. There 
are some advantages in the promotion and 
accomplishment of activities definitely 


within a group. There is a distinct gain in 
Librarians who are enthusiastic 
enough to propose certain studies should 
have the opportunity of converting their 
If too many hur- 
dles intervene before action can be taken, 
much of this early enthusiasm is _ lost. 


morale. 


enthusiasm into action. 
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Certainly most of the suggestions received 
by the chairman urged the need of a defi- 
nite program of activities. The study of 
where we are going and where we should 
go and the attempt to progress in a definite 
direction require thought and consultation. 
Some specific suggestions will be presented 
in the final report. 

The committee will greatly appreciate 
the advice of anyone interested either in 
college and university libraries or in the 
organization of the A. L. A. The refer- 
ence librarians of public libraries and the 
Reorganization Committee have practi- 
cally agreed that the best interests of both 
groups would be forwarded by the organi- 


zation of a round table for reference 
librarians. Miss Mabel L. Conat of the 
Detroit Public Library was appointed on 
the Reorganization Committee to repre- 
sent reference librarians. Any suggestions 
in regard to a round table for reference 
librarians should be addressed to her, and 
any other suggestions to the chairman of 
the Reorganization Committee. We need 
all the help we can obtain, in order to 
enable librarians and staff members of 
college, university, and reference libraries, 
as a group, to further the work of the 
libraries they represent. 

Copies of the final report of the com- 
mittee will be mailed upon request. 
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Libraries Launch Experiment with 


Pamphlets 


in thirty American 


cities will find it immeasurably easier to 
keep in touch with up-to-date and impartial 
opinion on public questions, due to a 
project now under way sponsored by three 
non-partisan agencies—the United States 
Office of Education, the American Library 
Association, and the Public Affairs Com- 
mittee. 

A list of 660 pamphlets on public affairs 
has been compiled by the Office of Educa- 
tion, all of which are being supplied to 
the public library in each of the thirty 
cities, where any person interested can con- 
sult them. 

Sources of the pamphlets are as varied 
as the make-up of any American com- 
munity, but are representative of the best 
contemporary thought on many sides of 
issues demanding public consideration. 

Cities in which the pamphlet collections 
may be found include Albany, Atlanta, 
Baltimore, Chattanooga, Cleveland, Col- 
orado Springs, Dayton, Denver, Des 
Moines, Detroit, Goldsboro (N.C.), 
Houston, Indianapolis, Knoxville, Little 
Rock, Los Angeles, Media (Pa.), 
Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Morgantown 
(W.Va.), Ogden (Utah), Portland 
(Ore.), Rochester, Santa Ana, San 
Diego, Schenectady, Seattle, Waco 
(Tex.), Washington, D.C., and Wichita 
( Kan.) 

Half of the cities are centers for federal 
public forums ; the others were selected be- 


cause of numerous local groups actively 
concerned with civic questions. 

The use of pamphlets has been steadily 
growing in favor with American readers, 
according to the libraries which are keep- 
ing an eye on their use. Until now, the 
purchase of pamphlets has been fully as 
great a problem as their selection, however. 
Although the cost of a pamphlet is trifling, 
the bother of ordering and paying for in- 
dividual titles from any number of sources 
has kept many people from purchasing. 


Ser Up PAMPHLET CLEARING House 


To eliminate this obstacle, the Public 
Affairs Committee, headed by Raymond 
Leslie Buell of the Foreign Policy Asso- 
ciation, has agreed to act as a clearing 
house for any of the pamphlets on the Office 
of Education list. This accommodation 
is open to forum leaders, discussion groups, 
or clubs, as well as to libraries. 

There will be no charge for this service 
ard orders and inquiries may be directed to 
Caroline C. Curtis, Pamphlet Distribution 
Service, Public Affairs Committee, Na- 
tional Press Building, Washington, D.C. 

A new edition of the Office of Education 
list, Public Affairs Pamphlets, is now be- 
ing printed, and will soon be available 
from that office without charge. 

The outcome of the experiment in these 
cities will probably determine whether 
similar pamphlet libraries will be provided 
for other communities. 
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TRUSTEE NEWS 


Be 


Public Opinion Influences the Budget 


By HARVEY FOOTE REMINGTON 








T IS encouraging to the Board of Trus- 
tees of the Public Library of Rochester, 
New York, to have the city manager and 
the council appropriate $390,000 for the 
year 1937. This is the largest amount 
appropriated from taxes for this library in 
its history. It provides for adequate main- 
tenance for the new main building, the res- 
toration of the staff to full time without 
salary deductions, and the reopening of 
all the branch libraries on a full-time 
schedule each week day. In other words, 
for the coming year the library is in a 
position to offer services which were not 
available even in 1931, the year of the 
previous high appropriation of $343,000, 
the actual income that year being $353,395 
or $1.07 per capita. 

Our experience between 1931 and 1937 
was like that of most institutions of the 
country, if anything a little worse than 
most. Perhaps the degree of difference 
was due in part to the change in the local 
political situation. The drop and rise may 
be indicated by the incomes of each suc- 
cessive year, using round figures: 1931, 
$353,000; 1932, $253,000; 1933, $135,- 
000; 1934, $200,000; 1935, $240,000; 
1936, $366,000; 1937, $390,000. 

The new city officers for 1932 were 
elected on a promise to reduce the tax 
rate. Some of them operated on the 
opinion that the public library is a “lux- 
ury,” a “non-essential.” It was proposed 
to close the branches and throw the balance 





199 


thus “saved” into the welfare maelstrom. 
This calamity was averted by the timely 
support of the newspapers and by a group 
of citizens who knew the facts, understood 
their significance, and determined to “save 
the library.” 

When it came to the making of the 
budget for 1933, neither the Finance Com- 
mittee nor the city manager granted the 
usual hearings, and both rejected the rec- 
ommendation of the officially appointed 
Citizens Advisory Committee. The city 
charter provides an annual appropriation 
for the library of not less than three mills 
on a dollar of assessed valuation. ‘This 
would grant for 1933 an amount of 
$193,000. The budget, as approved by 
the council, totaled $110,000, or over 
$140,000 less than that allowed for the 
poverty-stricken year just passed. 

The newspapers championed the libra- 
ry’s cause on the basis of a public necessity. 
They gave generously of space and feature 
story writers. 

The library board issued a detailed re- 
port of what sacrifices in staff, service, and 
equipment must be made, naming branches 
to be abandoned, listing others to be re- 
duced in opening from six days per week 
to two days, pointing out the impossibility 
of buying books, and the disruption of 
the staff organization. It called upon the 
council to rescind its violation of the char- 
ter. It asked for a budget at least equal 
to the charter allowance. It asked for a 
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public hearing. Personalities and animos- 
ities were kept out of reports, but fair 
play was sought. 

A group of citizens who have long been 
interested in the public library’s welfare 
formed at once a Citizens Library Com- 
mittee, comprising fifty of the most influ- 
ential taxpayers, representing various 
interests in the city. This committee de- 
termined to learn the facts. It visited 
branches. It gathered and studied figures, 
making comparisons with other libraries 
and with other departments. It learned 
first hand what services were to be cur- 
tailed. It inaugurated a word-of-mouth 
campaign and spread figures and facts over 
the city to such an extent that the library 
became a general topic of conversation. 

The newspapers made front page news 
of the committee’s activities, for two or 
three weeks, and commented on the situa- 
tion editorially in special feature articles 
and cartoons. Committee members spoke 
over the radio, and their addresses were 
repeated in full in the newspapers. 

At the public hearing before the Com- 
mon Council, the library board made a 
brief statement on facts and figures and 
pledged itself to give as complete service 
as possible on whatever amount should be 
allowed. The Citizens Library Commit- 
tee asked to be heard. It had acted en- 
tirely independently of the board of trus- 
tees but had come to the same conclusions 
as those held by the board, and was pres- 
ent to support the library’s request for an 
appropriation not less than the charter 
provision. The committee presented a pe- 
tition to the council signed by 30,000 bona 
fide taxpayers. The committee stated that 
not a single name on the petition had been 
solicited by the library in any of its 
branches nor by any of its employees, but 
that it was the result of genuine interest 
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on the part of taxpayers. The appropria- 
tion was increased by $25,000. 

Perhaps a more important factor in the 
situation than the monetary increase was 
the fact that the city had become more 
library conscious than ever before, and 
that city government had seen a demon- 
stration of the willingness of the people to 
speak in behalf of an institution that had 
value to them. 

Before their terms expired the mayor, 
city manager, and comptroller resigned. 
In setting up the budget for 1934, the 
new city manager granted the library 
board the usual hearing. He actually sent 
for the men and women who had led the 
Citizens Library Committee the previous 
year and told them he was recommending 
a library budget of $200,000 with an in- 
crease of $65,000 and while he felt it 
should be higher he offered to go over with 
the committee the figures of the funds 
available to show that a larger budget 
was not possible. 


CitT1zEN Support Wins AGAIN 


The following year the new city man- 
ager felt that the burden of the welfare 
and relief was so great that he did not 
recommend a single departmental increase. 
The citizens again came forward in a 
public hearing before the council. The 
budget figure was increased by $40,000, 
making a total of $240,000. 

In the meantime, a courageous city gov- 
ernment listened to the appeal of the li- 
brary board that a memorial fund, long 
under litigation, but now moving out into 
some degree of freedom from encum- 
brances, be used for the erection of the 
public library for which it was willed to 
the city, in spite of the fact that branches 
were still open on short hours, the book 
allotment inadequate, and the staff on part 
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time. On the plea of putting men to work 
and for the construction of a new river 
wall needed for additional flood control 
provision, a request was made to the fed- 
eral government under PWA, and a gen- 
erous direct grant was made toward the 
erection of the building. Something over 
$1,200,000 ultimately went into the build- 
ing itself, its furnishings and equipment. 


INCREASED LisrARY NEED UNPROTESTED 


The city manager, the mayor, and the 
council were enthusiastic supporters of this 
project, and when it was approaching com- 
pletion gave careful study with the board 
to the amount necessary for its mainte- 
nance. It was frequently repeated that the 
library has been demonstrated to be some- 
thing the people want no matter what 
the tax rate may be. The city manager 
recommended for 1936 an increase of 
approximately $126,000, or more than 50 
per cent, making a total of $366,837, and 
while the great increase in the entire city 
budget was strongly protested by the Citi- 
zens Tax League, the Real Estate Board, 
and others, very little criticism was offered 
against the need of the library’s increase. 
The budget was made on the basis of 
opening the main building in March. 
This was delayed until October and a 
transfer of $30,000 was made from the 
budget of current expenditures to the Run- 
del Building Fund. 

When the budget for 1937 was under 
consideration, the city manager conferred 
with the board and asked for careful esti- 
mates to do the job right. The board 
requested $393,437. Lhe city manager rec- 
ommended $390,000 and in spite of the 
fact that the tax rate was to be greatly 
increased, and a fierce battle was waged, 
a supervisor of a political district, almost 
entirely foreign, spoke in behalf of the 





library budget and was followed by the 
representative of the Central Trades 
Council, both of whom demanded the 
privileges which they deemed absolutely 
essential to their children’s education. 
The board does not take to itself credit 
for the increases. In the last analysis these 
budget matters rest in the hands of the 
city government, in our case the city 
manager and the council. During the lat- 
ter part of the last administration and 
throughout the present one, the library 
board has received cordial coéperation and 
a real understanding of the needs and pur- 
poses of the library. The citizens have 
demonstrated their appreciation of what 
the city has been able to do for them by 
their enthusiastic acceptance of the new 
library and increased services. Many 
citizens justly feel that they had a part 
with the board and with the city govern- 
ment in this project; the pioneer work 
of the late Hiram H. Edgerton and 
Rochester’s first public librarian, William 
F. Yust, who founded our splendid branch 
library system, commencing in 1912, 
blazed the way for securing their codpera- 
tion as well as that of city officials; they 
have realized that the Rochester Public 
Library had the unselfish assistance of the 
late Charles Hastings Wiltsie, long presi- 
dent of the board, in his desire to give to 
the public the best in library housing, 
facilities, and equipment. In this he had 
the warm support of his board members, 
who have included leading business and 
professional men and women, and the wise 
counsel, ripe experience, and tireless energy 
of that alert librarian and scholar, John 
Adams Lowe, director of the Rochester 
Public Library, and his efficient staff. It 
is well that this modest gentleman has not 
scanned this page ere its publication or his 
blue pencil would have prevented record- 
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ing credit due to the real dynamic force 
in our present library system. 

I have gone into this past history in 
detail, in the hope that cur experiences 
may be of encouragement to some other 
board of trustees charged with the duties 
of finding sufficient money with which to 
carry on. 

It is not without reason to suppose that 
the present interest and confidence of the 
people generally has grown up through 
all the varied efforts made to maintain the 
library in spite of reduced budgets—a fine 
example of civic teamwork. 


Judge Harvey Foote Remington is presi- 
dent of the library trustees in Rochester, 
New York, chairman of the state trustee 
group, and a member of the Executive 
Committee of the A. L. A. Trustees 


Section. 


“ TRUSTEE QUESTIONS 


Only questions carrying a trustee’s sig- 
nature can be answered in this column. 
To encourage freedom of inquiry, how- 
ever, questions will be printed without the 
inquirer’s signature. The editor will try 
to have answered any question submitted, 
but only inquiries thought to be of com- 
mon interest to a relatively wide group of 
trustees, will be answered through the 
Bulletin pages. 


What system do other libraries use in 
ordering books? 

Order Work for Libraries, by F. K. W. 
Drury, of Nashville, gives in detail Ameri- 
can library practice in respect to ordering 
books, periodicals, serials, etc. The pro- 
cesses entailed from the time a book has 
been selected for purchase until it is hand- 
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ed over by the order assistant to the cata- 
log department are covered in this study. 

Mr. Drury’s book was published by the 
American Library Association in 1930 as 
one of a number of textbooks for library 
schools. If it is not available at your local 
library, a copy may be borrowed from the 
A. L. A. Library at headquarters. 

Have libraries used bookmarks for any 
purpose? 

Reading lists have sometimes been 
printed in this form, especially by libraries 
which use a popular movie as a point of 
departure. Other ways in which libraries 
have used bookmarks include: for a selec- 
tion of interesting facts from the annual 
report; as ammunition in a bond issue or 
similar campaign; a reading creed for boys 
and girls; to introduce a special service of 
the library (see page 207). 

Have any libraries used uniform book 
jackets for all circulating books? 

At least one library has used a uniform 
jacket for circulating books in stormy 
weather. In Evanston, Illinois, one opti- 
cian had furnished free holders for bor- 
rowers’ cards with his name on the cards. 
When the library board was approached 
by another optician, the latter was told 
that if he could produce something equally 
useful to library patrons, it would be ac- 
cepted. A book cover was offered and the 
board approved its use. 


fn 
Propose Book Reservoir for N.J. 


A cENTRAL book reservoir on a state- 
wide basis was proposed by fifty librarians 
and trustees of Essex County, New Jer- 
sey, who met in February to discuss the 
pooling of for better book 
service. 

The motive behind the gathering, in the 
words of Chairman William E. Marcus, 


resources 


(Trustee News continued on page 270) 
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Adult Education in the Cleveland 
Public Library 


By LUCIA H. SANDERSON 


INCE we have found that adult edu- 
cation in the library is only a way of 
working, we in Cleveland are bending our 
efforts to make new methods permeate 
every smallest part of the library routine. 
We know that if we can quicken the sense 
of curiosity and extend the frontiers of 
interest among even a few readers we can 
trust to the working of the leaven in the 
whole lump. 

Necessarily, in a large divisional system, 
the adult education work is carried on in 
many centers separately. ‘There are eight 
trained people definitely engaged in the 
different types of work, but many of our 
general staff should be included as out- 
standing adult education workers. 

One of the eight, assisted by several 
others, concentrates especially on work 
with clubs, discussion groups, and P.T.A. 
units. A second is concerned chiefly with 
needs arising in adult evening classes in 
the public schools. ‘Two others are at- 
tached to the information service on edu- 
cational opportunities, while three assist- 
ants make up the staff proper of the readers’ 
adviser’s office. The eighth assistant and 
several helpers work with young adult 
groups studying special subjects. 

Conferences in which branches, stations, 
schools, county, general education, club ac- 
tivities, young people’s work, and the read- 
ers’ adviser’s office are represented are held 
at stated intervals, the librarian and vice 
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librarian of the Cleveland Public Library 
and the librarian of the Main Library al- 
ways being present. Further codrdination 
is made possible by having special librarians 
representing both adult and young people’s 
work in the fiction division of the library, 
with buzzer connections to tie up the li- 
brary’s arteries with the special services. 
We put first emphasis on the stimulation 
of desire to continue education by locating 
and making known, ahead of time, pos- 
sible opportunities for our public. Lagging 
behind with information about such op- 
portunities is as bad as the ten o'clock 
scholar who arrived when things were all 
over. It can be avoided only by up-to- 
the-minute staying on the job to find, 
sift, and make available the city’s offerings. 
Complete and reliable information is 
obtained by personal contacts and by rep- 
resentation on working committees of 
educational, social, and industrial organi- 
zations. ‘The affiliations of the branch 
libraries, school and stations departments, 
and county organization, as well as those 
of the Main Library, lead to meeting 
classes on invitation of the instructors, 
taking part in discussions on methods of 
attack in research problems, talking over 
the better use of reference and supplemen- 
tary material, and making organizations 
see that it is to their advantage to use the 
library as the gathering center for their 
book talks, forums, and discussions. Not 
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the least of these benefits is what we glean 
to clarify our understanding of the 
methods that prevail in other organiza- 
tions. Making the library the most fre- 
quent meeting place of other agencies, for 
clearing purposes, watching newspapers 
for names of persons and organizations to 
whom mail service may be rendered, giv- 
ing detailed help in working up club pro- 
grams, having librarians from every part 
of the system give public book talks, and 
allowing extensive use of library club 
rooms throughout the system by study and 
discussion groups, such as citizen classes, 
P.T.A. units, and men’s and women’s 
clubs, we are making the library generally 
known as a cooperating agency in adult 
education questions. It is gratifying to 
find, as a result, local foreign newspapers 
as well as others giving space, without 
solicitation, to the interesting happenings 
found in the library, and to know that 
even during years when we have had to 
charge for heat and light there has been 
no diminution in the use of the rooms. 
Concerts, lectures, and general opportuni- 
ties offered to readers in codperation with 
outside group activities, are often the re- 
sult of reading lists prepared for confer- 
ences of such organizations as the Foreign 
Affairs Institute and the Cleveland Life 
Underwriters’ Association, for the pro- 
grams of the Cleveland orchestra and 
theaters, and for book marks in connection 
with moving picture, drama, and business 
interests. 

In rendering service to clubs, study 
groups, and adult classes in the public 
schools, individual reading questions come 
to light; in giving talks on special sub- 
jects, such as storytelling, to playground 
and NYA workers, nurses, parent study, 
and teacher training groups, we encounter, 
directly or indirectly, specialists who are 
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willing to serve as consultants in difficult 
questions. In working up exhibits for 
trade conventions, and for such special 
projects as the Great Lakes Exposition, 
educational institutes, and museums, we 
have increased this list of expert advisers 
and secured valuable services, one of which 
is the provision and continuous filling of 
exhibit cases in many of our branch li- 
braries as well as in the main building. 

A reciprocal angle fostered by such con- 
nections is now heading up in a new proj- 
ect which the Adult Education Association 
of Greater Cleveland has initiated. It 
will combine the efforts of the Cuyahoga 
County Emergency Schools, the Cleveland 
Guidance Service of the National Youth 
Administration, the Cleveland press, and 
the library, in an effort to make known 
educational opportunities in Cleveland. 
The project, still in embryo, is to run a 
“Where Can I Learn It?” column in one 
of the Cleveland newspapers, giving daily, 
in response to questions, the titles of a few 
books on a given subject together with in- 
formation from the library’s educational 
files as to available courses on the subject. 


PuBLicity A STRATEGIC FACTOR 


We feel sure that publicity is the strate- 
gic factor at this stage of adult education 
in America—and in our experience it 
holds, as well, the secret of getting readers 
to take advantage of opportunities offered. 
The ordinary reader in the library is a man 
lost in an uncharted country; he knows he 
wants something but its discovery is an- 
other story. 

A major problem is to make readers 
aware that the library has an information 
service on educational opportunities. We 


have a card index of classes, schools, sub- 
jects, and courses, supplemented by cata- 
logs or folders from over a thousand 
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schools and colleges, so analyzed that it is 
possible to discover where one can go to 
get the required training; a vocational in- 
dex of references to articles, books, and 
pamphlets on types of service and training 
required and opportunities for advance- 
ment; another, a directory of local foreign 
language teachers and translators. These 
files which will eventually represent both 
educational and recreational offerings are 
being brought to date at present with the 
help of National Youth Administration 
workers. 

A campaign to make these sources 
known so that people will use them gen- 
erally is planned for every spring and fall 
before the school terms open, the radio 
being one of the best vehicles to disseminate 
the information. Our present set-up will 
include publicity inside and outside the 
library with, at the same time, the distri- 
bution of leaflets on home study and rapid 
reading, and lists on special subjects, as 
an adjunct. 

Lest it seem that in Cleveland our whole 
effort is expended in connection with for- 
mal education, we turn to the other side, 
for taking formal courses is not the panacea 
for all educational deficiencies which many 
think it to be. 


Makino Reapers Feet at Home 


Individual service to a reader begins 
with making him feel at home in his own 
public library and by introducing him per- 
sonally to those on the staff best able to 
help him. We do all we can in the way 
of inside publicity by extra informa- 
tion on cards in indexes and files; by feel- 
ers for interest, on bulletin boards, in signs, 
lists, and special arrangement of books; 
by talks and folders on exploring and using 
the library and by lighted directories and 
signs at important points, but we still have 





to help readers one by one to overcome 
their difficulties before they feel at home 
within the library’s walls. 

To increase a reader’s power of self- 
direction, we put definite emphasis upon 
informal but systematic reading guidance 
for the individual in the form of what, for 
want of a better name, is termed readers’ 
advisory service. Somebody must eventu- 
ally produce a good caption for this work 
for there are not many people who relish 
being “advised.” Everybody, on the other 
hand, wants a friend on his own level who 
will study his needs and tastes and intro- 
duce him to books as he would introduce 
him to his circle of friends. That is what 
we try to do, but we have to live the 
name down before we can operate with 
success. 


SEEK Out INDIVIDUAL INTERESTS 


Librarians are apt to think of certain 
definite activities in connection with read- 
ers’ advisory work, but in our experience 
they are the smaller part in personal serv- 
ice. The ability to make lists or prescribe 
courses or counsel readers is not so im- 
portant as that of stimulating native inter- 
ests which, when really wakened, can take 
care of themselves, find their own direc- 
tions and enrich the life of the reader as 
they grow. We are not so much con- 
cerned with getting a reader to finish a 
“course” with which we have started him 
as to put him on the trail of his own in- 
terest. Our whole search is to find means 
of making life more of an adventure than 
it has been and to get reason, imagination, 
and will working together to accomplish 
something. If a readers’ adviser does not 
quicken her readers into life she does not 
function. 

How independent self-direction may be 
fostered has been our search from the be- 
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ginning and the work has been organized 
along fact-finding lines. Our readers’ ad- 
viser’s office, with its extension of an ad- 
ditional desk near the point where the 
new reader registers for a card, and its 
close contact with the library’s informa- 
tion desk, is trying to unearth enough facts 
about the interests of many people to help 
each reader adequately, and to collect 
enough factual information about available 
lists and courses and reaction to them to 
be of genuine service in developing read- 
ing interests. 

Our knowledge of books has both broad- 
ened and grown more intimate as our ac- 
quaintance with readers has deepened. If 
we know a book or a part of a book which 
has been successful with many, and that 
another book has failed to quicken interest, 
we have a potent aid to help the next 
reader. If we have actual knowledge of 
the part weakness or strength of will, 
home environment, and personal prejudice 
play in education we can decrease the num- 
ber of failures in getting people started. 
If we have proof of what happens when 
readers begin to do something in connec- 
tion with their reading, we have help that 
is not only a working tool but a method of 
tying up reading with art activity, which 
really helps the arts to grow and be loved. 


A Quiet Corner Orr Main 
‘THOROUGHFARE 


In spite of what has already been said in 
print against “a little office tucked away 
somewhere,” our location for this service, 
a quiet corner away from traffic but thor- 
oughly in touch with the whole library is 
what we would choose again if we could 
have the ideal atmosphere for the work. 
When every distracting thing has been 
eliminated and what the eye rests upon 
is a lure to study, and the whole attention 
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can be centered on the conversation, pres- 
sure and hurry depart from a reader as he 
grows thoughtful within. Nothing that 
we know of but a corner off the main 
thoroughfare can accomplish this. 

A small library of books for use in inter- 
viewing—selected after examining our col- 
lected facts about books and readers—is 
another essential with us. Unless we have 
books at hand we cannot find out whether 
the style of an author pleases, where the 
definite interest in the subject lies, or what 
the reading difficulties are. One who has 
not been surrounded by books that a reader 
may pull out from the shelves as he talks, 
does not know how valuable a tool such a 
collection may become in readers’ advisory 
work. 

We have found by trial and error how 
elusive the in self- 
education. To encourage readers who are 
shy, we use silent advisers in the form of 
such invitations as the following notice of 
possible courses put into books: 


human element is 


If this book proves interesting you may en- 
joy other books on a reading course of which 
it is a part. Ask the Readers’ Adviser about 
the course. 


The bookmark shown on the next page, 
listing on one side Some Reading Plans 
Enjoyed by Many, was recently put into 
circulation and has brought in new types 
of readers who would not otherwise have 
found the readers’ adviser. 

Publicity for the work has been carried 
on chiefly through feature news articles, 
radio emphasis, and the comment of satis- 
fied readers. One reader telling another 
about books he is enjoying and how he 
found them acts like a continuous electric 
current. It is, perhaps, the very best pub- 
licity there is for personal service. Invi- 


tations to use the service are often put as 
an incidental note in information folders, 
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pamphlets, lists for distribution, library We try to make the form of the office 
bulletins, bulletin boards, and display lists as attractive as possible. One of them 
racks. folds so that it can be slipped into the 
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pocket or pocketbook ; another in the form 
of a bank check book bears the title, 4 
Check Book for Investing Your Leisure. 
One we are working on, Books Worth 
Knowing (“College at Home”) is folded 
so that captions of many fields of interest 
are visible. In all our lists the emphasis is 
on permanent studies as the heart of a 
general education. 

We try to do some form of liaison work 
with every reader. Some of them have to 
be taken to a division or department when 
such work is done; others prefer to make 
their own connections. Following up the 
reading is what counts at times; leaving 
the reader alone, at others. With some 
readers the very near goal toward which 
to work is the essential; with others the 
distant, comprehensive one. For certain 
readers we keep a subject mailing list so 
that we can inform them of new interest- 
ing material that is coming out but we use 
it with discretion. 

The importance of detecting and steer- 
ing cases whose difficulties cannot be solved 
by books alone is known in every library. 
It is in these matters, when the library acts 
as a kind of clearing house that the work- 
ableness of our affiliations in all parts of 
the system is tested and weak spots brought 
to the surface. 

It encourages most people who have be- 
gun consecutive reading and also provides 
the needed incentive to go on and read 
more if they are given a chance to discuss 
books and an opportunity to hear literature 
read appreciatively. A fireside gathering, 
where a little social intercourse may be 
had afterward is ideal and has been tried 
very successfully in some branch libraries. 

Another proved method of keeping the 
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reader encouraged as interest develops is 
to start small groups for the study of spe- 
cial subjects. We have had one poetry 
group for adults and three for young 
people which meet under volunteer leader- 
ship. Leaders have been found for groups 
interested in etching, short-story writing, 
photography, collecting, and learning a 
language. Such nuclei make only a small 
showing when they start, but as interest 
deepens and new people become interested 
they develop into significant outlets for 
adult education activity. 

We are now, in 1937, hoping soon to 
revive some active phases of field work 
which have of necessity been suspended 
during the depression years. One vital 
feature of the plan will be to carry on 
special advisory activities in places where 
there is strong group interest and make 
book consultation in those centers a more 
intimate thing. 

We are becoming more and more cer- 
tain that there has to be organized plan- 
ning for general encouragement as well as 
attention to personal bolsterings. System- 
atic planning to bring the arts into greater 
prominence, for instance, is something 
which we can feel justified in emphasizing 
because we are sure that a person who 
really follows one of the arts increases his 
enjoyment of life thereby. 

At this writing, as newer methods are 
proving and commending themselves 
and, in consequence, older ways of work- 
ing are being discarded or revamped to fit 
new policies, there seems to be no limit to 
what the library may accomplish in the 
field of adult education. There is much, 
very much, in the offing to be done in 
Cleveland. 
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Practical Reasons for Belonging 
to the A. L. A. 


By GUY R. LYLE 


C), E way of answering the ques- 


tion, ‘““Why, as a college librarian, are you 
a member of the American Library Asso- 
ciation ?”’ is to speak altogether in generali- 
ties! It seldom convinces anybody. If 
you lack the skill to philosophize and poet- 
ize your experiences, as I do, you are 
obliged to give practical reasons for be- 
longing to a useful organization. 

My primary reason for joining the As- 
sociation in the first place was one of 
professional advancement. In a way, this 
may sound vulgarly commercial, but it 
needs no apology. In the short time I 
have been a member, I have benefited in 
appointment and salary. So have many 
of my colleagues! The group annuity 
plan and placement service are particularly 
helpful to the young librarian just coming 
into the field. Library employers expect 
to find the names of applicants for posi- 
tions in their libraries in the A. L. A. 
Handbook, and they also look to the place- 
ment service for recommendations. Aside 
from such individual service, the American 
Library Association is the greatest single 
force in the profession for improving the 
economic status of librarians and for se- 
curing adequate support for libraries. 

Second, active membership in the Amer- 
ican Library Association provides much 
needed prophylaxis against professional 
tight-mindedness. It is easier, and perhaps 
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more comfortable, for the college librarian 
to assume that there is a sharp division be- 
tween his problems and those of other 
libraries, and to go his way ignoring the 
broader issues that confront libraries as a 
whole. Yet to take such a course is un- 
faithful to the responsibility of the library 
profession; in fact, it is impossible. As I 
see it, the American Library Association, 
more than anything else, brings into proper 
relationship the diversified requirements 
of a specialized profession. ‘Through its 
publications and conferences, it provides 
the means for a common discussion of 
problems, minimizes the danger of falling 
into ruts, and provides a continuous knowl- 
edge of what is being done in all phases of 
library work. 

In the administration of the college 
library, the American Library Association 
renders its greatest service as a fact-finding 
and fact-distributing agency. If College 
A is doing a splendid job in stimulating 
student interest in recreational and cul- 
tural reading, College B wants to know 
about it. If a survey of college library 
staff problems has been made, it is impor- 
tant that the college librarian have the 
printed findings for comparison in his own 
library. In short, I have reference to the 
Association’s publishing activity, specifi- 
cally to such books as the Shaw List, the 


Works Survey, to the series of articles on 
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college libraries sponsored by the College 
Library Advisory Board and published in 
the Bulletin, to the annual salary statisti- 
cal tables, and so on ad infinitum. 

Besides this particular sort of help, the 
Association is doing splendid work in 
informing the public about all types of 
library service and in fostering good will 
for libraries. The American Library As- 
sociation should go still further in the 
cause of “selling” the library. It can do 
so only if it has the financial and active 
support of all librarians. The modern 
dictum that man does not strive individu- 
ally or alone has become institutionalized 
in the best library practice. This is a 
period of chain-business, collective bar- 
gaining, and codperative endeavor in the 
effort to accomplish and achieve. Other 
professions have strong organizations. 
We also need to pull together in order to 
consolidate the advances that have already 
been made and to make more widely 
known the aims and ideals of librarianship. 


In 
Knoxville Receives Increase 


Tue 1937 budget for the city li- 
brary system of Knoxville is $53,000, an 
increase of $13,000 over 1936,” Helen M. 
Harris, librarian, writes to headquarters. 

“Of course it is low even yet,” she adds 
frankly, “but behind the actual figures lies 
an increase in good will, which is impor- 
tant. There is also a good possibility that 
additional funds for book purchases will be 
available before the year is over.” 

The new appropriation will permit the 
employment of regular library assistants in 
the branches, the purchase of some new 
books, and restoration of salary cuts. 

Publication of the annual report in full 
in local papers, the influence of “Friends of 
the Library” with individual councilmen 
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and at public hearings on the budget, and 
the interest of the city manager, have all 
contributed to the library’s better fortune, 
Miss Harris believes. 


OIA 


University of Michigan Sets 
New Record 


Tue largest increase in one year re- 
corded by the University of Michigan Li- 
brary is shown in the last annual report of 
William Warner Bishop, librarian, who is 
also chairman of the A. L. A. Board on 
Resources of American Libraries. 

More than 1,000,000 volumes were bor- 
rowed by a student body of approximately 
13,000 last year—an increase in use of 
more than 161,000. These figures give 
no indication of the fact, Dr. Bishop points 
out, that “the unrecorded use probably 
equals or even exceeds the use actually re- 
corded.” On many days last year 2,500 
books were delivered daily to library users; 
less than one per cent of books requested 
being neither delivered nor found. 


a 
To Arrange for N.Y. Exhibits 


Comm irTEEs, sections, and other of- 
ficial groups, as well as commercial firms 
interested in making an exhibit at the New 
York conference, should communicate 
with Everett O. Fontaine, of the A. L. A. 
headquarters staff, who is in charge of ex- 
hibit arrangements. 


In 
Second Radio Conference 


Tue Second Annual Conference on 
Educational Broadcasting will be held in 
Chicago, probably in late October, with 
Carl H. Milam, secretary of the Ameri- 
can Library Association, as chairman of 
the Local Committee. 
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The Microphotographic Camera 


An Interview with Robert C. Binkley, Member of the Committee 
on Photographic Reproduction of Library Materials 


‘a CAMERA that takes a face 


can take a page. With the development of 
motion picture film, cameras both cheap 
and dear were not slow in claiming to 
accommodate textual materials as well. 
Their claims are valid up to a certain 
point. Beyond that, special designing is 
required. 

If the use be occasional, the job small, 
and reduction low (say 6 or 8 to 1), you 
may be served well enough with a $12.50 
Argus (International Research Copora- 
tion, Ann Arbor, Michigan) or a $9.75 
Bantam (Eastman Kodak Company, 
Rochester, New York) by adding a 90 
cent front lens and a standard. The 
Argus carries five feet of 35 mm. film, or 
enough for about forty exposures; the 
Bantam, enough for eight. Each com- 
mands the usual pictorial procedure. 

If long footages, counseling high re- 
duction for economy of film and processing 
costs, are attempted, there is trouble at 
once, for then the weaknesses inherent in 
cheap lenses come fatally into play. Dis- 
tortions appear, especially those of astig- 
matism and spherical aberration. In low 
reduction, these distortions can be kept 
short of serious embarrassment by “stop- 
ping down,” that is, partially masking the 
lens, so that less surface is exposed and 
longer exposure required. 

The next range of pictorial cameras at- 
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tempting textual work is typified by the 
popular Leica. This is a precision-built 
instrument capable of excellent work. It 
employs a focal plane shutter and a fine 
“corrected” lens—an £:3.5 Elmar of 
50 mm. focal length, costing $49.50. The 
lens is needlessly expensive for textual 
work, because, though capable of high re- 
duction, it is confined to low, through the 
limitation of the camera to the double 
frame as a taking unit. Double exposure 
is prevented by having one operation set 
the shutter and wind the film. This is 
the camera’s only automatic feature. 
Model D, holding five feet of 35 mm. 
film, and Model FF, holding 33, sell re- 
spectively for about $130.50 and $244.50 
including above named lens in each case. 
The supplementary front lens necessary in 
textual work costs $6.30. 

The Contax camera is of the same 
general order and need not be described; 
so at lower cost, the Retina. 

Another all-metal camera in the Leica 
tradition but with 100 feet of 35 mm. 
film is the Ludwig-Ott Micro-Record, 
worked out at Yale University. The lens 
is a 50 mm. Leitz Varob f:3.5 which is 
capable of high reductions, but here, too, 
the double frame is the photographic unit. 
In focusing, dependence on scale and calcu- 
lation is abandoned for direct vision of a 
sizable ground glass shield. It has a 
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durable focal plane shutter, which, as in 
the Leica, synchronizes with the film 
movement. ‘This camera, complete with 
lights, stand, and lens, is built on order 
for $250, weighs 15 to 17 pounds, and 
may be carried in a small handbag. 

The third class is characterized by 
mechanized operation, which, along with 
economy of film, leads to large output 
and low costs. 

Bridging between these two classes 
stands the Photorecord just offered at 
$265 by the Folmer Graflex Corporation, 
Rochester. This is a precision instrument 
of high order long in preparation on 
scholarly advice. It is the best camera for 
field use, weighing 45 pounds with its 
case, and to be accompanied shortly by a 
cradle to keep opposite pages even. This 
is expected to sell for considerably less 
than $50. As offered at the outset, film 
is limited to a 100 foot magazine of 35 
mm. width, but provision for 16 mm. can 
be made if demanded, and, most signifi- 
cantly, preparation of a 70 mm. paper 
magazine is under way. ‘That means a 
portable photostat producing paper copies 
in four-diameter reduction as cheaply as 
film copies at 8:1. Hand or desk lenses 
already in the market would make reading 
comfortable. 

Focusing is quick and accurate. The 
case which, when opened, serves as base for 
the camera, is marked with parallel lines 
set at equal distances in both directions. 
The book’s spread when centered on this 
base indicates the proper height of the 
camera, which has a measuring plumb bob 
hung alongside, and the proper setting of 
the lens at such height, by a calibrated dial 
provided. The action is highly mechanized 
—a pressure on the foot pedal turning 
lights to photoflood intensity, releasing 
the shutter, and moving the film. 
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This camera, so well suited to field use, 
may be made a satisfactory laboratory in- 
strument as well, by the addition of a news- 
paper cradle electrically shifted and a 
motor-compressor application to the foot 
pedal for the reduction of fatigue. 

For the speed cameras proper of the top 
class, libraries must turn at present to two 
sources—Dr. Rupert H. Draeger, of the 
United States Naval Medical School, and 
the Recordak Corporation. The former 
has thus far built on order though he is 
looking to commercial production by a well 
known optical company. The latter leases 
only, though recently sales have been made 
to the Bureau of the Census. There are 
special services available in other direc- 
tions, to be sure. Thus, the filming of 
English books to 1550 by Edwards Broth- 
ers, Incorporated, Ann Arbor; copying of 
legal records by the Filmograph, Kennedy, 
and Kerrins cameras; titling work by Bell 
and Howell, and, prospectively, a univer- 
sal camera to back the International Film- 
book Corporation’s theory of book 
publication by film, which waits on the 
production of a typewriter with rectifying 
right margin and printer’s font. 


DrRaAkEGER’s IDEAL FoR INSTITUTION USE 


It is a camera of Lieutenant Draeger’s 
that has made possible the epochal achieve- 
ment of Bibliofilm Service at the Library 
of the United States Department of Agri- 
culture, later taken over by Science Serv- 
ice. Last autumn, one of his instruments 
was installed in the Library of Congress 
with special provision of a 70 mm. film 
magazine for over-sized newspapers. In 
these machines a Tessar f:6.3 lens is em- 
ployed, and film in 1,000 foot rolls. The 
timing, lighting, and film advancement are 
all automatic, only the turning of the page 
being required of the operator. There is 
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a variable frame exposure, insuring the 


maximum use of the film area. The cam- 
era is ideally suited to institutional 
use. 


Dr. Draeger is at present at work on 
five cameras that follow a radically new 
design, about which, because of patents 
involved, nothing can be said till appear- 
ance in April except that the magazine 
holds 200 feet of film. These machines 
are for the Bibliofilm Service, Bureau of 
the Census, Army Medical Library, Na- 
tional Library of Peiping, and the Uni- 
versity of Chicago Libraries. The fourth 
of these is for the purpose of establishing 
a film exchange service with the Library 
of Congress. The last is due to the cour- 
tesy of the secretary of the navy, as an- 
nounced in the March Bulletin, in 
responding to widespread demands for a 
demonstration of American microphotog- 
raphy at this year’s International Exposi- 
tion in Paris, made possible also by a 
generous grant from the Rockefeller 
Foundation to the American Library Asso- 
ciation, employing the Chicago staff and 
apparatus. This new appearance and ad- 
venture will be watched with the keenest 
interest on both sides of the water. 

The Recordak instruments, every one a 
top notch accomplishment, fall into two 
classes, according as they handle sheets or 
volumes, and each of these classes into two 
divisions, according as the materials are 
large or small. That makes four ma- 
chines. First came the Commercial 
Recordak (in four models), widely used 
for the copying of business papers, such as 
checks and statements, on 16 mm. film; 
then turned to library use in the repro- 
duction of the NRA and AAA hearings 
and more recently in that of various entire 
card catalogs for union or other purposes. 
This rents for $50 a month. Next, the 





Newspaper Recordak, a rotary machine 
kept at Rochester, using 35 mm. film for 
reproducing, month by month, the loose 
issues of about a dozen metropolitan news- 
papers (plus the New York Times, 1914- 
18) at 14 cents a page for the negative 
and half as much for the subsequent posi- 
tive. Third, the Micro-File Recordak, 
using 16 mm. film, for moderately-sized 
bound volumes, and fourth, the Eastman 
Micro-File Recordak, of 63 mm. focal 
length and either 16 or 35 mm. film, for 
the larger bound volumes, including news- 
papers. Both take 100-foot rolls. The 
rental here is $250 a month for the first 
two months, $200 each for the third and 
fourth months, and $175 a month there- 
after. 

The action of each of these two bound 
volume cameras represents the optimum of 
mechanization. They are motor driven. 
When setting to copy, an auxiliary block 
of light is let through the lens on the text. 
The camera is moved up or down till the 
light and text correspond in width. The 
height of film is then similarly adjusted, 
so that each exposure represents exact cov- 
erage. In the smaller machine the touch 
of a button brings down the glass cover 
over the cradled text, turns on the light, 
makes the exposure, moves the film, and 
then raises the glass for the next page. 
The same thing happens with the larger 
machine except that there is no glass cover, 
but the cradle here is moved back and forth 
automatically. The reduction ratio ranges 
between 12 and 27 to 1. The probable 
actual output of photographs per hour is 
given as 900. 

So saith the excellent Binkley—or some- 
thing like it. 

M. LLeEweLtyn Raney, Chairman 
Committee on Photographic Repro- 
duction of Library Materials 
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State Book Exhibits Arranged by 
Children’s Librarians 


; a states have had _ ex- 


hibits of children’s books during the past 
winter through the efforts of the Book 
Production Committee of the Section for 
Library Work with Children, according 
to Bertha L. Gunterman, of New York, 
the committee’s chairman. 

By the first week in December, books 
had been sent to Colorado, Delaware, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, and 
Virginia. Spring exhibits have just been 
routed to Indiana, Louisiana, New York, 
and South Dakota. 

North Carolina has asked for funds in 
its biennial appropriation to take care of 
the incidental expenses which a library 
commission has to meet in connection with 
the exhibits. Letters from other parts of 
the country where there is a possibility of 
increased book funds express the hope that 
it will continue to be possible for districts 
far from book centers to see the new books 
in this way, rather than to purchase on the 
basis of reviews alone. 

Almost all of the twenty publishers— 
whose generosity and interest made the 
exhibits possible in the first place—have 
assured Miss Gunterman that they are 
willing to continue their share in the 
project. Publishers codperating are 
Appleton-Century, Dodd Mead, Double- 
day-Doran, Dutton, Farrar and Rinehart, 
Harcourt Brace, Harper, Houghton Mif- 
flin, Knopf, Little Brown, Longmans, 
Green, McBride, Macmillan, William 
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Morrow, Thomas Nelson and Sons, Ox- 
ford University Press, Scribner’s, Stokes, 
Viking Press, and Albert Whitman. 

News of work accomplished, not only 
by the Book Production Committee but by 
the section’s other committees, and their 
plans for the remainder of the year, will 
be mailed by Gladys English, chairman of 
the section’s Publicity Committee to all 
section members in April. Tentative plans 
for the New York conference in June and 
a report from the School and Children’s 
Library Division at headquarters will be 
included in the news letter. 

Committee chairmen for the section this 
year include Vera J. Prout, of Kansas 
City, Book Evaluation Committee; Elsa 
de Bondeli, of New York City, Interna- 
tional Committee; Evelyn Sickels, of In- 
dianapolis, Membership Committee; and 
Julia F. Carter, of Cincinnati, Profes- 
sional Training Committee. 

Mary Gould Davis, of New York City; 
Esther Greene, of New Rochelle; and 
Mary R. Lucas, of Providence are mem- 
bers at large of the Newbery Medal Com- 
mittee. 

To avoid missing the first publicity let- 
ter, Miss English suggests that any mem- 
ber of the section who has not already sent 
in her dollar for section dues post a check 
immediately to Harriet Dickson, treasurer, 
at the Houston (Tex.) Public Library. 

Muriel Gilbert, of Buffalo, is chairman 
of the section for 1936-37. 
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SDI 
A Popular School Library Display 


Wrz kind of material should a 


school library provide for a particular cur- 
riculum unit? In schools with good li- 
brary service, the principal, the teacher, 
and the pupil know what to expect. They 
know there will be a variety of books from 
which information may be obtained. 
They know there will be stories and pic- 
tures, and perhaps music and films, giving 
the spirit, the atmosphere, and the back- 
ground necessary for real understanding of 
the subject being studied. 

In schools without adequate library 
facilities, the exact nature of such service is 
rather nebulous in the minds of many 
school administrators and teachers. The 
Joint Committee of the N. E. A. and 
A. L. A. endeavored in their share of the 
A. L. A. exhibit at the recent New Or- 
leans Department of Superintendence 
meeting to make vivid to this group one 
of the most important school library func- 
tions—supplying an interesting variety of 
books and pamphlets on whatever unit is 
studied in any class. The subjects chosen, 
representing four different grade levels, 
were “The Clothes We Wear,” “Seeing 
Stars,” “The Frontiersman,” and “Be a 
Wise Consumer.” 

Through the codperation of the pub- 
lishers, the four groups of books were as- 
sembled. Lists of the books were made, 
and information about aids in the selection 
of books, pamphlets, and reference books 
in these and other fields was given. If 
the needs of a particular class could not be 
supplied from those sources, the places to 
which an inquirer would write for further 
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advice were enumerated. The exhibit 
proved to be one of wide interest and is 
suggested as a type of display whicl. might 
be used by library groups at other educa- 
tional meetings, or by a single school li- 
brary or school library system for a 
teachers meeting or for parent-teacher 
groups. 

A separate four-page leaflet was pre- 
pared for each of the four subjects repre- 
sented in the exhibit. These were 
mimeographed on attractive shades of buff, 
orange, blue, and green paper, for distri- 
bution from the booth. 

A brief explanation of the exhibit, a list 
of the books displayed, book selection aids, 
and sources of auxiliary pamphlet and 
visual material were given for each topic. 
The text of the leaflets follows: 


THE CLotHes WE WEAR 


The exhibit on this subject was pre- 
pared with a second or third grade group 
in mind. Josephine Dillon of Cleveland 
selected the books, which included: 


Pelle’s New Suit, by E. M. Beskow. 
Harper, 1929. $1.50 

The Clothes We Wear, by F. G. Carpen- 
ter. American Book, 1926. $.72 

How the World Is Clothed, by F. G. 
Carpenter. American Book, 1929. $.96 

Little House on Wheels, by Marjorie 
Hayes. Little, 1934. $1.75 

About Harriet, by C. W. Hunt. Hough- 
ton, 1916. $2 

The Boys and Sally, by R. B. Knox. 
Doubleday-Doran, 1930. $2 

Science at Home, by E. M. Patch. Mac- 
millan, 1934. $.92 

Story Book of Clothes, by Maud and 
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Miska Petersham. Winston, 1933. $.60 

Wee Ann, by E. C. Phillips. Houghton, 
1919. $1.50 

Geography for Beginners, by 
Shepherd. Rand, 1930. $1.20 

Four Wonders, by E. E. Shillig. Rand 
1913. $.90 

Rice to Rice Pudding, by Janet Smalley. 
Morrow, 1928. $1.75 

Workers, by Zirbes. 
$.58 

To choose more books in this field, the 
leaflet suggested these aids: 


E. P. 


Keystone, 1928. 


Booklist. A monthly guide to new books 
with a special section of children’s books. 
American Library Association. $2.50 

Children’s Catalog, 5th ed. Sold on a 
service basis. Wilson, 1936 

Graded List of Books for Children. 
Compiled by the Joint Committee of the 
N. E. A., N. C. T. E., and the A. L. A. 
American Library Association, 1936. $1.75 


Sources for pamphlets and pictures in- 
cluded: 


Clothing, the December, 1936, issue of 
Building America. 30 cents for one issue; 
$2 a year 

A Study of Clothing. Community Life 
Series. F. E. Compton, 1935. $3.50 

Bibliographies of Sources of Supple- 
mentary Teaching Aids, by E. M. Dye and 
Etta Schneider. In Eighth Yearbook, p. 187- 
95. N.E.A. Department of Supervisors and 
Directors of Education. Teachers College, 
1935. $2 

Carroll-Miller List of Teaching Aids and 
Educational Materials from Commercial 
Sources. Bulletin No. 20, California De- 
partment of Education. October, 1935 

Vertical File Service. A monthly de- 
scriptive list of pamphlets available on many 
subjects. Sold on service basis. Wilson 


Under the caption, “For Advice in the 
Choice of Books for Any Unit,” each leaf- 
let carried the following note: 


Consult your school librarian, the librarian 
of your town or county library, your state 
school library supervisor (if you are in one 
of the ten states fortunate enough to have 
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one), your state library agency, or, lacking 
these, the American Library Association, 
520 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago. 


SEEING STARS 


The books in the second leaflet, Seeing 
Stars—selected for the most part from an 
editorial by Bertha Stevens in the Booklist, 
December, 1936—represent a few of the 
titles which the school librarian would use 
with the instructor and pupils for a fourth 
or fifth grade unit on stars: 


When the Stars Come Out, by R. H. 
Baker. Viking, 1934. $2.50 

Astronomy from a Dipper, by E. C. 
Clarke. Houghton, 1933. $1.25 

Our Wide, Wide World, by G. S. Craig 
and S. E. Baldwin, p. 5-58. Ginn, 1932. 
$.76 

Other Worlds Than This, by Elena 
Fontany. Follett, 1930. $1 

Let’s Look at the Stars, by E. B. Frost. 
Houghton, 1935. $2 

Stars for Children, by Gaylord Johnson. 
Macmillan, 1934. $1.50 

Beginner’s Star Book, by Kelvin Mc- 
Kready (pseud.). Putman, 1929. $5 

Beginner’s Guide to the Stars, by Kelvin 
McKready (pseud.). Putman, 1924. $1.25 

Consider the Heavens, by F. R. Moulton. 
Doubleday, 1935. $3.50 

Elementary Science by Grades, by E. C. 
Persing and others, vol. 3, p. 114-23. Apple- 
ton-Century, 1928. $.80 

Young Folks Book of the Heavens, by 
Mary Proctor. Little, 1925. $2 


Stars for Sam, by W. M. Reed. Har- 
court, 1931. $3 
Stars Tonight, by Sara Teasdale. Mac- 


millan, 1930. $2 

Story of the Earth and Sky, by C. W. 
Washburne and others. Appleton-Century, 
1933. $1.32 

The same book selection aids are recom- 
mended as in The Clothes We Wear. 
Sources for pamphlet and visual material, 
in addition to the Vertical File Service 
and Bibliographies of Sources of Supple- 
mentary Teaching Aids, included “Free 
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and Inexpensive Material,” a feature of the 
Booklist, and the Educational Film Cata- 
log by D. E. Cook and Eva Rahbek-Smith, 
published by Wilson, $2. 


THE FRONTIERSMAN 


“Why the Territorial Frontier Was 
Pushed Back from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific” is the subtitle of this leaflet rep- 
resenting provision for a seventh or eighth 
gradeclass. The books which it listed were 
taken from the bibliography for a unit in- 
cluded in the American Epic, the seventh 
and eighth grade social studies course of 
study of the Los Angeles City School Dis- 
trict. They included: 


Book of Americans, by Rosemary Benét 
and S. V. Benét. Farrar and Rinehart, 
1933. $2 

Boy’s Own Book of Frontiersmen, by 
Albert Britt. Macmillan, 1924. $1.75 

How the World Rides, by F. C. Fox. 
Scribner, 1929. $.80 

Rolling Wheels, by 
Little, 1932. $2 

Sons of Seven Cities, by R. S. Holland. 
Macrae, 1929. $3 

We, the People, by Leo 
Harper, 1932. $2.50 

Six Feet Six, by Mrs. B. S. James and 
Marquis James. Bobbs-Merrill, 1931. $2 

Johnny Appleseed, by Vachel Lindsey. 
Macmillan, 1928. $1 

Cowboy Songs and Ballads, by J. A. 
Lomax. Macmillan, 1916. $1.75 

Prairie Anchorage, by Marjorie Medary. 
Longmans, 1933. $2 

Wind in the Chimney, by Cornelia Meigs. 
Macmillan, 1934. $2 

Davy Crockett, by Constance Rourke. 
Harcourt, 1934. $2.50 


Katharine Grey. 


Huberman. 


Audubon, by Constance Rourke. Har- 
court, 1936. $3 

New Land, by S. L. Schmidt. McBride, 
1933. $2 

Silent Scot, by C. L. Skinner. Macmillan, 
1925. $1.75 


Beckoning Road, by C. D. Snedeker. 
Doubleday-Doran, 1929. $2 
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To choose more books in this field, the 


leaflet recommends the three aids given in 
The Clothes We Wear, with the follow- 
ing additions: 

Background Readings for American His- 


tory, by J. C. Roos. Wilson, 1935. 35 
cents 

Inexpensive Books for Boys and Girls, 
selected by the Book Evaluation Committee 
of the Section for Library Work with Chil- 
dren. American Library Association, 1936. 
75 cents 

Leisure Reading for Grades Seven, Eight, 
and Nine. National Council of Teachers of 
English. 211 West Sixty-eighth Street, Chi- 
cago. 20 cents 


As guides to the selection of reference 
books, this leaflet suggested the Children’s 
Catalog, the Graded List of Books for 
Children, and Subscription Books Bulletin, 
the last issued quarterly by the A. L. A. 
for $1 a year. 

Sources for pamphlets and visual aids 
included “Free and Inexpensive Material” 
in the Booklist, the Vertical File Service, 
and the Educational Film Catalog. 


Be A Wise CoNSUMER 
The fourth leaflet, Be a Wise Con- 


sumer, was set up to show some of the 
material which a good school library would 
provide for an eleventh of twelfth grade 
class studying consumer education. Books, 
pamphlets, and magazines were selected 
from Suggested Instructional Material for 
11th and 12th Grade Economics by 
Alleyne Baumgardner. The books in- 
cluded: 


People’s Wants and How To Satisfy 
Them, by P. T. Cherington. Harper, 1935. 
$2 

Behind the Show Window, by Jeanette 
Eaton. Harcourt, 1935. $2.50 

Consumer Cooperation in America, by B. 
B. Fowler. Vanguard Press, 1936. $2 

Rich Man, Poor Man, by R. A. Goslin 
and O. P. Goslin. Harper, 1935. $1 
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Man’s Worldly Goods, by Leo Huber- 
man. Harper, 1936. $2.50 

Economic Problems of Today, by Jacob 
Klein and Woolf Colvin, p. 9-34. Lyons, 
1936. $1.60 

Guinea Pigs No More, by J. B. Matthews. 
Covici Friede, 1936. $2 

Today's Economics, by H. S. Sloan. Ed- 
wards Brothers, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1936. 
$1.68 

Economics, by A. H. Smith, p. 38-56. 
McGraw-Hill, 1936. $1.60 


To select other books in this field, the 
leaflet singles out three aids: Miss Baum- 
gardner’s Suggested Instructional Ma- 
terial, available from the High School 
Visitors Office at the University of Illinois 
for 50 cents; the Booklist; the Standard 
Catalog for High School Libraries, 2nd 
edition, and its supplements, issued by H. 
W. Wilson Company. 

Pamphlets and magazines on the list 
included : 


Consumer Buying. American Home Eco- 
nomics Association, Committee on Standardi- 
zation of Consumer’s Goods, 620 Mills 
Building, Washington, D.C., 25 cents 

America’s Capacity to Produce and 
America’s Capacity to Consume, a digest. 
Falk Foundation, Farmers Bank Building, 
Pittsburgh. Free 

Consumer Guide, a periodical. Con- 
sumer’s Counsel of the Agricultural Adjust- 
ment Administration, Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C. Free 

Consumer's Research Bulletin. Con- 
sumer’s Research, Washington, D.C. $2 a 
year 

Consumer’s Dollar, by E. A. Filene. John 
Day Pamphlet No. 4. 25 cents 

Credit for Consumers, by L. R. Foster. 
Public Affairs Pamphlet No. 5. National 
Press Building, Washington, D.C. 10 cents 


Buyer Beware, 15 cents, and Government 
and the Consumer, 25 cents, by Beatrice 
Lamb. National League of Women Voters, 
532 Seventeenth Street, Washington, D.C. 

Consumer’s News, a periodical. 509 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City. $1 a year 
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In addition to the “Free and Inex- 
pensive Material” section of the Booklist 
and the Vertical File Service, the sources 
of pamphlets and visual material suggested 
were: 


Classified List of References to Current 
Social and Economic Problems, No. 59. 
Henry Harap, Curriculum Laboratory, Box 
3042, University Station, Columbus, Ohio 

Guides to Study Materials for Teachers, 
by M. E. Townsend and A. G. Stewart. 
Social Science Service Series I. Wilson, 
1936. 75 cents 

Government Publications for the Use of 
the Consumers. Price List No. 76. Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 
Free 


Mivprep L. BATCHELDER 
IMA 
Invitation to School Librar ais 


T HE School Libraries Section is again 
looking for members, new and old. School 
librarians or librarians doing work with 
schools, who are A. L. A. members, will 
want to ally themselves with the organi- 
zation whose object is the advancement of 
better school library service. No progres- 
sive school librarian should neglect to be- 
come a member of the section for only 
through the concerted effort of a large 
membership can the work of the section be 
promoted. Each individual member, at 
the same time, gains personal inspiration 
for advancement in her work. 

This is a very good time for former 
members who have allowed their member- 
ship to lapse, as well as school librarians 
who are new in the school library field, to 
become affiliated with the section. 

The dues are fifty cents a year, payable 
to the treasurer, Iva Winterfield, Techni- 
cal High School Library, Omaha, Nebras- 
ka; or, better still, send $1 for two years. 

ReEBA BooMERSHINE, Membership 

Chairman, School Libraries Section 
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Illustrations from Oregon’s 
Annual Report 
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The frontispiece shown above is one of three illustrations in the latest annual report 
of the Oregon State Library. Earl C. Bronaugh is chairman of the board of trustees 
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of that library and Harriet C. Long, state librarian. The pictorial graphs on pages 220 
and 221 formed a center spread in the report which shows through quotations from more 
than 100,000 letters received by the library during the last two years how it is con- 
tributing to the social, educational, and cultural development of the state. 



































ILLUSTRATIONS FROM OREGON’S ANNUAL REPORT 221 





Volumes ler 


Bh Skee 
































1924-1926 193-1936 
237.110 460.027 
Appropriation 
rw: 
et 
dy he 
19241926 19341936 


75,000 54 896 

















WIGAN E 


Students at New York University 
Given Entertaining Guide 


Students using the 
Washington Square Li- 
~ brary of New York 






oe” 7° ‘ 
University are provided 
— . * 
Ca with an_ entertaining 


Aboweree~ guide to the library’s 
services, written by Morris A. Gelfand, 
supervisor of the Reserve Reading Room, 
with the aid of the library staff, and illus- 
trated by Jack Cornin, art instructor at 
the Gramercy Boys’ Club of New York 
and Elsie Frumkin, a student in Wash- 
ington Square College. 


SKETCHES DIVERTING 


How to borrow a book, what to do if 
you want a magazine, where to go if you 
are “just plain bewildered,” the aid you 
can expect if you are a Ph.D. student, 
the refuge provided through the browsing 
collection in the student lounge—all this 
information and much more is made clear 
to you through thirty-six pages of 
planographed text, divertingly inter- 








spersed with pen and 
ink sketches like the 
three we reproduce. 

A very useful illus- 
tration for the novice 
shows how books are 
arranged on the shelves 
by the call numbers on 
their backs. Two full 
page illustrations show 
reproductions of catalog 
cards, the titles chosen 
to illustrate being those 
with which students using the library must 
undoubtedly be familiar. 


THE Pu.D. 
STUDENT 


Copies May Be Borrowep 


Through the courtesy of Mr. McCombs, 
a few copies of The Guide have been made 
available for librarians to borrow. Re- 
quests will be filled in the order in which 
they are received. Address the A. L. A. 
Publicity Division, 520 North Michigan 
Avenue, Chicago. 





“Don’t WADE THROUGH A MounrtTaAIN OF MAGAZINES To FIND 
AN ARTICLE; USE AN INDEX” 
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Maw ic Craw diKE~ 


Gardening for fun 
made easy 
with books from 
your public library 
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Use Pictorial Charts, Li- 
brarians Advised 


Tew the story of the city’s social 


services in pictorial charts and use your 
lobbies and corridors to inform the pub- 
lic about such matters as housing condi- 
tions, public health, education in general 
and library service, Otto Neurath, Vien- 
nese inventor of pictorial graphs, advised 
librarians and statisticians attending a 
meeting of the Publicity Committee of the 
American Library Association held in con- 
nection with the Association’s Midwinter 
Conference. Approximately three hun- 
dred people attended the meeting, at which 
Helen Gordon Stewart, chairman of the 
Publicity Committee, presided. 

“Public libraries of the United States 
are more than in other countries an essen- 
tial element of education,” the director of 
the International Foundation for Visual 
Education told his audience. “A well or- 
ganized service helps readers to use the 
library and encourages them to ask for 
information.” 

“A great many readers, however, do not 
know about social problems or about books 
for which .they ought to ask. If a new 
book is displayed, only a small group of 
readers can understand it, even if they 
have an opportunity to turn the leaves. 
What is needed is a direct presentation of 
problems which will arouse interest and 
lead to the reading of books.” 

The International Foundation for Vis- 
ual Education, in codéperation with many 
interested organizations, has worked out 
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a consistent system of visual education to 
inform people about social problems with- 
out special effort, according to Dr. 
Neurath. Clear and simple pictographs 
or models show the most important facts 
at the first glance, the less important facts 
at the second glance, and the details at the 
third glance. If a pictograph shows more 
details at further glances, it is a bad picture 
in respect to its use in this new method of 
teaching. 


SPECIAL VISUAL TOOLS 


The name of this method, “Isotype,” 
Dr. Neurath explained, indicates one of 
the most important rules: the same thing is 
always represented by the same symbol. 
The Isotype method uses a special visual 
dictionary and a special visual grammar. 
Pictographs shown in Isotype style build 
up a world in pictures. Each single 
chart is an addition to all other charts, 
the Isotype method promoting visual coép- 
eration instead of visual competition, 
which one meets in the usual exhibitions 
and on walls full of advertising posters. 

“My idea is that practically all libraries 
have exhibits concerning social facts and 
about the library itself which would de- 
mocratize and humanize the scientific 
knowledge contained in libraries,” Dr. 
Neurath told his audience. 

“Visual tools are more impressive than 
books ; you can read books and forget them 
but it is very difficult to forget good 
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pictures. Combine your pictures into a 
system of education, organize your visual 
education for libraries and for schools. 
Interpret facts in terms easy to under- 
stand—make comparisons.” 


A CoMMOoON DENOMINATOR 


Pictures are more or less understand- 
able by people of all levels of intelligence, 
Dr. Neurath has found.’ They are espe- 
cially useful in connection with classes 
in adult education. 

“We have had a long experience in adult 
education and university extension,” he 
told his listeners, “but the difficulty always 
is that people come in tired in the evening 
and sometimes workmen doze a little. As 
a result, one fact may be in a man’s mind 
at the end of the lecture, but the whole 
lecture may be disjointed. But if you 
give a lecture of twelve different parts and 
for each part show a special picture, or 
graph, the picture is on the wall for several 
minutes and the effect is that the sequence 
of pictures is more or less the synopsis of 
the lecture.” 

Exhibits of pictorial graphs might travel 
from library to library, from school to 
school, and finally form the nucleus of a 
permanent institution, suggested Dr. 
Neurath. Such exhibits would not be a 
substitute for verbal education but an ad- 
dition to it. To be a true center of edu- 
cation, he concluded, a library should have 
pictures, and librarians, and well organized 
service, and books. 

Headquarters of the International Foun- 
dation for Visual Education are at The 
Hague, but correspondence may be directed 
to its American center which is located 
at 130 East ‘Twenty-second Street, 
New York City. 


AVA 





1 International Picture Language, by Dr. Neu- 
rath, was published by Kegan Paul, London, in 1936. 





Racine Presents a Few Signifi- 
cant Facts and Figures 


M. Louis Hunt, Racine’s librarian, 
recently sent to A. L. A. Headquarters the 
annual report whose attractive cover is re- 
produced below: 
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A Readable Book about 
Book Selection 


& administrative problem which 


the book selector faces is primarily the 
sociological one of community analysis, in 
the opinion of James Howard Wellard, 
whose Book Selection’ was published re- 
cently in London. The author is an Eng- 
lish librarian, recently a student at the 
Graduate Library School, University of 
Chicago. He reflects the influence of that 
school in his effort to make of librarian- 
ship and reading a science, and in his faith 
in surveys and social studies toward that 
end. He recognizes, at the same time, 
the distrust of the hard-pressed librarian 
for the research worker who would by lab- 
oratory technique and statistical methods 
reduce such illogical and unaccountable 
things as books and people to a science. 
He has been a librarian on the job, and, as 
evidenced in his book, a practical one, and 
his experience, as well as his humorous 
recognition of other points of view, dis- 
arms the hard-headed business man that 
the purchaser of books must be. 

The book is a survey of eighty-seven 
years of library literature of England and 
America. ‘To sum up from so profuse 
and wordy a field in so readable a fashion, 
and to evolve a theory of book selection 
as indicated from these reports and papers, 
is a service to a profession that is con- 
stantly beguiled away from its own pro- 

1 Book Selection: Its Principles and Practice, by 
James Howard Wellard, with forewords by Louis R. 

ilson, Graduate Library School, University of Chi- 


cago, and J. D. Stewart, Bermondsey Public Library, 
London, London, Grafton and Company, 1937. 
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fessional literature by the host of good 
books beckoning from beneath its nose. 
In a welter of books and studies about 
book selection, it is a pleasure to find a 
book so interesting, so humorous, and with 
such felicity and clearness of expression. 

Thus to emphasize its charm and liter- 
ary quality is not to belittle its sharp analy- 
sis and close reasoning. ‘The sources have 
been examined with thoroughness. In 
thus outlining the social forces that are the 
background of public library service in 
England and the United States, he has 
evolved a philosophy by which librarians 
can measure their achievements. While 
not solving the daily problem of to buy 
or not to buy, he has successfully thrown 
a search light along the path ahead. 

The book is divided into three parts: 
the historical background, the theory of 
book selection, and the practice of book 
selection. The first part is the most inter- 
esting and challenging. The contrast 
between English and American public li- 
brary development is healthy and good 
humored. He has had the opportunity to 
study and know American ways, and 
recognizes the fact that the technique and 
processes have been well developed, that 
the workers have competence in the fields 
of bibliography, literature, and esthetics; 
but that there is need to clarify the con- 
fusion of purposes. He is well equipped to 
do this and has succeeded with originality 
and soundness. 
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In the second part of the book he 
evolves his social theory of book selection. 
Taking the bibliographical, literary, psy- 
chological, and sociological aspects into 
account, he emphasizes the two latter as 
having been too much ignored. He finds 
the trends have been four: reformative, 
educational, recreational, and democratic, 
and that the library has lost social force 
as its purposes have become diffuse and 
indeterminate. 

Since he sees the “administrative prob- 
lem confronting the book selector as 
primarily a sociological one of community 
analysis,” it follows that in part three he 
attempts to apply the theories evolved in 
his study to the processes of library book 
selection by pointing out that further 
knowledge of communities should be 
sought through surveys and _ statistical 
methods. The present reviewer is on the 
staff of a library that has an undigested 
survey of reading interests and needs on 
its hands, and has found that it takes more 
competence to apply the knowledge re- 
vealed by the survey than to pick the best 
books from the year’s output. Mr. 
Wellard would subscribe to such a con- 
clusion ; but would still insist that the ap- 
proach to the problem of book selection 
should be through the modern way of 
statistical research. 

The librarian will not find his task of 
book selection easier because he has read 
this book; but he could not read it with 
attention without acknowledging the 
library’s diverse social responsibilities. 

May Woop WiccINnNTON 
Denver Public Library 
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Dr. Predeek To Teach at Iowa 


Dr. AvBert PreDEEK, librarian of 
the Technische Hochschule in Berlin, has 


been appointed visiting professor at lowa 
State College for the spring quarter. Dr. 
Predeek during his American journey will 
visit a number of American libraries and 
will be present at the American Library 
Association meeting in June. 

Dr. Predeek received his doctor’s degree 
from the University of Miinster and has 
traveled in England. He has published 
several books in the field of librarianship, 
and is now engaged in the study of Ameri- 
can and English libraries in preparation 
for a monograph which will be published 
in the series, Handbuch der Bibliothek- 
swissenschaft. 

The library of the Technischne Hoch- 
schule is in effect the national library in 
the various fields of engineering. The 
library is probably doing more to make 
available to the manufacturing industries, 
bibliographical material than any library in 
the world with the possible exception of 
the Engineering Societies Library in New 
York. Four experts in the field of en- 
gineering are employed in the library to 
make available to manufacturers the latest 
information as reported in scientific and 
engineering journals. 


FIV, 


Scheme to Classify Business 
Literature 


DesicNATED as a “system that has 
been tried and found successful,” 4 
Classification of Business Literature was 
originally prepared by the library of the 
Graduate School of Business Administra- 
tion, at Harvard University, to make 
rapidly accessible the increasing volume of 
business materials. It is now being pub- 
lished by the H. W. Wilson Company, 
958 University Avenue, New York City. 
Price, $5. 
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Action Taken at Meeting on Re- 
sources of American Libraries 


A, EXECUTIVE secretary is ab- 


solutely needed to make the work of the 
Board on Resources of American Libraries 
successful, the board voted when it met 
in Washington December 10 and 11, un- 
der the chairmanship of William Warner 
Bishop. 

Such an officer, in the opinion of the 
board, should be charged, not only with 
information services as to the work of the 
board but more particularly with the task 
of discovering and reporting on present 
efforts at codperation in developing re- 
sources and their possible mutual relations. 
A budget to cover expenses of the board, 
including the proposed secretarial assist- 
ance, was tentatively set at $8,100 to 
$8,600. 

Present at the Washington meeting in 
addition to the chairman were Claribel 
Ruth Barnett, Donald Coney, Robert 
Bingham Downs, all members of the com- 
mittee, and Carl H. Milam, A. L. A. 
secretary. 


Discuss DEVELOPMENT OF UNION 
CATALOG 


The possibility of securing subsidies to 
cover copying for the Union Catalog at 
the Library of Congress cards of im- 
portant special collections, such as Yale 
University’s Latin-American collection, 
was discussed but no action was taken. 
It was voted, however, that the board 
stands ready to support any efforts of the 
Library of Congress to secure either addi- 


228 


tional materials or financial aid in secur- 
ing such materials which would further 
the work of the Union Catalog. 

Plans for a national survey of resources, 
in the board’s opinion, should wait until 
at least one regional survey has been com- 
pleted and has shown the possibility of 
making a general survey of practical value 
to research. 


Propose ANNUAL List oF SPECIAL COL- 
LECTIONS ADDED TO AMERICAN 
LIBRARIES 

An annual list of important special col- 
lections added to American libraries was 
proposed by Harry Miller Lydenberg, the 
only member of the committee unable to 
be present. Mr. Lydenberg was asked to 
outline a plan for such a list and to sug- 
gest avenues of publication, as well as a 
list of libraries to be asked to contribute 
notes of their additions. 

Following a discussion of interlibrary 
loan problems, Mr. Coney was made a 
committee of one to draw up a code for 
interlibrary loan practice to be submitted 
to the board before its next meeting. 

Mr. Downs was asked to prepare a 
check-list of printed sources of information 
on resources for research in American li- 
braries. 

In the matter of codperation in pur- 
chases of foreign books, the board voted 
to seek further information as to whether 
any data as to such purchases is now avail- 
able from any source. 




















S7G>SRNSE 
Latest News of Legislative Action 


= aid in development of county 
libraries in Arkansas is assured by the en- 
actment by large majorities in both houses 
of the legislature of an appropriation of 
$100,000 for the biennium. The bill has 
been signed by the governor. Of this 
amount, $40,000 is for reéstablishing the 
work of the state library commission and 
$60,000 for state aid to be administered by 
it. Vera J. Snook, chairman of the library 
commission, reports that the governor, in 
a recent letter, wrote, “I am glad to have 
had a small part in securing the library 
appropriation.” 

In Vermont, $25,000 was appropriated 
to the state library agency for the biennium 
(in addition to regular appropriations) for 
the development of regional codperation 
from five centers. The same act sets up a 
library commission to take the place of the 
present division of the state department of 
education. This legislation grew out of the 
Better Library Movement, which or- 
ganized citizen interest all over the state. 

The Idaho Free Traveling Library 
Commission and its friends worked for a 
$50,000 appropriation—to be compared 
with $11,000 for the last biennium—to 
provide for a beginning of regional library 
development as well as regular state activi- 
ties. The amount appropriated is $28,000, 
considerably more than twice the last ap- 
propriation, and enough to provide more 
intensive work. 

The Oregon State Library is looking 
forward to adequate quarters, Harriet C. 
Long reports, for the legislature and gov- 
ernor approved a state building program 
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to include the state library. The library 
appropriation for the biennium is increased 
to $105,715 from $94,596. 

The Ohio state aid appropriation of 
$150,000 for the biennium was reported in 
the last Bulletin. The State Aid Commit- 
tee of the Ohio Library Association met 
with the state librarian in March. Dis- 
tribution plans were worked out to en- 
courage libraries to extend service to rural 
areas and to provide for several regional 
experiments. 

High hopes were raised in Washington 
state when the legislature passed by large 
majorities a state aid bill for $400,000— 
reduced from the $800,000 requested. The 
governor has just vetoed the bill, according 
to press notes sent by the president of the 
Washington Library Association, Ella R. 
McDowell, as this Bulletin goes to press. 
The governor is quoted as saying in his veto 
message : 

While I appreciate the services rendered 
by our public libraries, I feel that the present 


financial limitations of the state make it im- 
possible to provide a state contribution. 


The appropriation for the Washington 
State Library, however, was doubled— 
$35,900 for the biennium as compared with 
$17,800. 

The North Carolina legislature passed 
the state aid bill, backed by the Citizens 
Library Movement, but struck out the sec- 
tion appropriating funds. Marjorie Beal 
writes that the act provides the framework 
under which a request for funds can be 
made more easily at the next session—and 
that the campaign will go right on. 
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In West Virginia, effort to secure state 
aid and a first appropriation for the state 
library commission was unsuccessful, but 
the state library association feels that real 
progress was made in informing and in- 
teresting the state in library development 
and will continue to work with citizen 


Michigan Fellowships 


Turovucu the generosity of the Car- 
negie Corporation of New York, the Uni- 
versity of Michigan will offer three fellow- 
ships in library science of $1,000 each for 
the academic year 1937-38. Applications 
must be filed with William Warner 
Bishop, librarian, on or before May 1, 
1937: 

In addition, two scholarships of $500 
each will be offered to first-year full-time 
students in library science. Applications 
for these scholarships must also be filed on 
or before May 1. Address Dr. William 
Warner Bishop, General Library, Uni- 
versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michi- 
gan. 


To Europe and Bermuda— 
a Reminder 


Inqurrtizs and deposits for the post- 
conference European tour have been 
coming in continuously since the first 
announcement in the February Bulletin. 
We cannot state too emphatically the neces- 
sity for early decisions in order to secure 
the better accommodations. Those dele- 
gates who have already made inquiry 
should make their deposits directly. Those 
who have been thinking about going should 
make inquiry at once. 
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groups. The Indiana state aid project was 
unsuccessful. 

Encouraging progress is reported in state 
aid campaigns in Texas and Michigan. 
The Tennessee legislature has recessed un- 
til May. The Illinois bill is drafted and 
will be introduced soon. 


Some librarians may feel that because 
the Bermuda cruise is a short holiday, time 
is no factor. They should not be deceived. 
The Furness Line ships are heavily booked 
from the middle of June throughout the 
summer season. We are leaving at a peak 
time. Cabins at all rates, especially the 
lower brackets, are very limited in number. 
An early inquiry and decision will react 
to your decided advantage. 

For all information regarding post- 
conference activities, write to the un- 
dersigned immediately at the Brooklyn 
Public Library, One Hanson Place Brook- 
lyn, New York. 

Levis M. Nourss, Chairman 
A. L. A. Travel Committee 


New Group Officers 


Since the list of 1937 officers was 
printed in the March Bulletin, the fol- 
lowing new appointments have been 
received: 


American Library Institute: George B. 
Utley, librarian of the Newberry Library, 
Chicago, chairman 

Librarians of Large Public Libraries: 
Forrest B. Spaulding, Public Library, Des 
Moines, Iowa, chairman; Clara Wells Her- 
bert, Public Library, Washington, D.C.; and 
John A. Lowe, Public Library, Rochester, 
New York, serve with him as members of 
the Program Committee 























Dividends 


A Few Paid Here and There to Library Patrons 


S LIBRARY service worth public sup- 
port? At the Midwinter Conference in 
Chicago several speakers pointed out that 
librarians must increasingly prove the sig- 
nificance of their services if they expect to 
secure greater support. 

“Dividends” is a new Bulletin feature 
initiated by the younger members of the 
Association, under the leadership of Ruth 
T. Manlove, chairman of the Junior 
Members Round Table, as a regular clear- 
ing house for such proof. Any librarian, 
trustee, or library patron is invited to 
send to Miss Manlove, St. Louis Public 
Library, brief word of any significant serv- 
ices rendered by the library which illus- 
trate the value of the library to its users. 
Long stories cannot be published nor those 
about questions asked but not known to be 
satisfactorily answered. Contributions 
cannot be acknowledged or returned be- 
cause of staff limitations, but they will be 
gratefully received and used not only in 
the Bulletin but in newspaper and maga- 
zine stories interpreting the library to the 
public. A few stories of the type wanted 
follow. 


Hospitat SAvep Cost oF New Power 
PLANT 

A hospital serving a city of 830,000 
population found that its steam power 
plant was inadequate and could not sup- 
ply power for such services as air condi- 
tioning, lighting, steam for sterilizing 
apparatus, and similar needs. Studying 


the practice and experience of other hos- 
pitals with the aid of the public library, 
hospital and city engineers found that, if 
supplemented by certain equipment, the 
present plant could still give efficient serv- 
ice, saving the city the great expense of 
installing an entirely new system. 


Wiruin Six Feet or His Desk—But 
Lost! 

An accident, caused by a workman cut- 
ting into the wrong pipe, reminded a fac- 
tory engineer that he had seen standard 
symbols to paint on pipes which would 
help to avoid repetition of the accident. 
The symbols had appeared in some maga- 
zine, but he could not remember when. 
The local library had few magazines at 
that time, but it did have trained librarians 
and library tools. The combination 
quickly revealed the magazine article in 
which the symbols could be found, and the 
engineer discovered that the answer to his 
question lay in a magazine file in his own 
office within six feet of his desk. 


Epiror LAUNCHED ON CAREER 


Many years ago a young man in Los 
Angeles who had seen a newspaper want 
ad for an advertising man took the ad to 
alibrarian. “I want the latest information 
you have on advertising,” he told her. 
“I’m going to study all night and get that 
job.” He got it, and was launched on a 
career that has brought him national 
prominence as a news writer and editor. 
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Statistics: An Aid to Administration 


By HARLAND A. CARPENTER 


Chairman, A. L. A. Committee on Library Administration 


/ \\ PERUSAL of the file of the 


Bulletin for the past year brings home to 
the reader the sudden excitement among 
the membership of the profession over sta- 
tistics and their effective use by the ad- 
ministrator. While another exhortation 
in the same manner seems superfluous, it 
may not be amiss to address the public 
librarian on this subject since the domi- 
nant theme has been the college librarian 
and statistics. 

Perhaps it is well to admit at the very 
beginning that statistical measurement of 
library service does not tell the complete 
story. Statistics can measure quantitative- 
ly the circulation of books, the number of 
registered borrowers, the total volumes in 
the library collection, and other phases of 
library work which readily lend them- 
selves to quantitative statement. They can 
never, however, reveal the importance of 
the less tangible, but undoubtedly more 
significant, service given by reference de- 
partments and readers’ advisers, to give 
but two examples. A mere tally of the 
number of questions asked at the reference 
desks or the number of reading lists pre- 
pared at the request of individual patrons 
gives no true conception of the far-reach- 
ing effect upon individuals, groups, and 
the community as a whole of such library 
services. For several years the A. L. A. 
Committee on Library Administration has 
been searching for qualitative measures. 
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Up to the present, however, no satisfactory 
means have been discovered which will 
adequately disclose results obtained so that 
they may be expressed in summarized form 
in tables or by other means of graphic 
presentation. 

Despite their inherent weaknesses, quan- 
titative data may play an important role 
in assisting the administrator. 

For example, if your library has less 
than one volume per capita and other li- 
braries serving a comparable population 
have from one and a half to six volumes, 
does not that fact strengthen any request 
which your library board may make for a 
larger book budget this coming year? 

If your book circulation is half to one- 
third that of other libraries of comparable 
size, perhaps the fact that your expendi- 
tures per capita are the lowest in the group 
may be a significant contributing factor. 

A successful librarian whose work has 
attracted national recognition once ob- 
served that she never talked much about 
those aspects of her library’s services which 
were superior to those in other cities. The 
points she emphasized were the weaknesses 
which needed to be overcome if local li- 
brary users were to have service equal to 
the best. 


WorTH THE TIME THEY TAKE 


Statistics are admittedly time consuming 
to compile and to use, but librarians who 
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avoid them as much as possible are re- 
minded that Clarence Ridley, executive di- 
rector of the International City Managers’ 
Association and a good friend of libraries, 
once remarked that he doubted “whether 
any other branch of government is more 
vague or indefinite in outlining its pur- 
pose and telling the public about its serv- 
ices and achievements than the public li- 
brary.” Is there perhaps some relation 
between this statement and the fact that 
libraries are one of the worst supported 
of the public agencies and librarians among 
the lowest paid professional workers in the 
United States? 

What statistics should be kept? The 
answer is only what the librarian finds 
useful in reporting accurately and fully to 
library and government officials and to 
professional organizations the significant 
facts about his library. While each li- 
brarian must decide for himself what in- 
formation is essential to give him a true 
record of the activities of his own organi- 
zation, the A. L. A. statistical report blank 
may be suggested as a good general guide 
in deciding what statistics shall be com- 
piled regularly. The information re- 
quested by the A. L. A. will give, as far 
as quantitative measurements are adequate, 
a comprehensive summary of the state of 
the library and its accomplishments. 

Besides considering his own need for 
this record, the librarian should feel that 
he has a definite responsibility to his pro- 
fession. Overwhelmed as most library ad- 
ministrators are by the demands upon their 
time and energy, many of them have neg- 
lected to consider the value their contribu- 
tion may have for library progress. 

Too often also librarians record many 
facts, assemble them in tables, publish or 
file the assembled data, but make no inter- 
pretations of them. Effective statistical 
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work requires not only the reporting of 
essential facts, but also the continuous and 
systematic analysis of them. ‘The tables 
which follow this introduction yield up 
their meaning and significance only after 
careful study and interpretation to fit 
individual needs. Simply to report that 
book circulation dropped 10 per cent in 
1936 may do the library considerable 
harm unless the fact is brought out that 
the book collection is 20 per cent below 
normal and that book purchase is still 
under what it was in 1929. Gains rather 
than losses may be demonstrated also if 
ten or twenty-year comparisons are pos- 
sible. 

To use A. L. A. tables each librarian 
must of course rearrange and adapt the 
information listed to meet his own needs. 
Such comparisons have always to be made 
with due allowance for organization and 
community differences. Statistics as re- 
ported by the libraries today, however, 
should be more uniform and less subject 
to misinterpretation than formerly because 
clear, concise definitions of terms used are 
printed on the forms. Definitions are 
also printed with the tables, and many 
footnotes serve to point out special condi- 
tions to be taken into consideration in 
using the information. 


ADDITIONAL STATISTICAL SERVICES 


The A. L. A., as a part of its service to 
the profession, collects and preserves sta- 
tistics of libraries. Codperation of the li- 
brarians of the country is naturally 
essential if the A. L. A. statistical service 
is to meet librarians’ needs. A statistical 
blank not returned to the A. L. A. means 
a gap in resources available to the library 
profession and the Association for publica- 
tion and for statistical studies of American 
library conditions. Some librarians in sub- 
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mitting reports request that they be con- 
sidered confidential. This accounts many 
times for the exclusion of a number of 
outstanding libraries from the published 
tables. It is to be hoped that where it is 
not absolutely essential to withhold reports 
from dissemination, permission will be 
granted to include them. 

Librarians have been offended because 
of the seeming slight, on the part of stu- 
dents of social institutions, of the library 
and its contribution to the social scene. 
Yet they can hardly expect recognition and 
appraisal of library service unless informa- 
tion pertaining to libraries is readily avail- 
able in sufficient completeness to be 
significant for the use of research workers. 

Data will be required frequently by li- 
brarians regarding libraries in their own 
population group which cannot be included 
in the printed schedules because of lack of 
space. Such information will gladly be 
supplied on application to the A. L. A. 

The statistical assistant answers many 
such special requests during the year. An 
examination of a few of the requests re- 
ceived last year which are quoted below 
from the annual report of the statistical 
assistant, will indicate the value of this 
service to the individual librarian and to 
the profession at large. 

Other work done included: a table of 
the number of bindery employees in public 
libraries for the A. L. A. Personnel Divi- 
sion; table of juvenile data for a group of 
public libraries for the Cincinnati (Ohio) 
Bureau of Governmental Research; tables 
of public library statistics for the World 
Almanac and the Chicago Daily News Al- 
manac; statistics and information for use in 
a research project on library facilities in 
Missouri... gathering and putting together 
material in answer to a questionnaire of the 
International Union of Local Authorities re- 


quested by the Public Administration Clear- 
ing House. 
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Busy librarians might frequently be 
saved from the plague of questionnaires if 
the perpetrators of these instruments 
would consult the published statistics be- 
fore mailing their inquiries. When those 
do not yield the desired facts, the statisti- 
cal service available at the A. L. A. office 
should be utilized. This method will not 
only save the time of many librarians, but 
also the time of the inquirer. 

It is the purpose of the A. L. A. in pub- 
lishing these tables from year to year to 
include the information which will meet 
the needs of librarians. In order to know 
whether the material as presented is ful- 
filing this purpose, the statistical assistant 
at headquarters, the Committee on Li- 
brary Administration, and the Committee 
on Salaries, Staff, and Service must de- 
pend upon suggestions and criticisms from 
those who use the statistics. 


a | 


Jewish Book Week, 1937 


Tue eleventh annual Jewish Book 
Week in America will be observed this 
year from April 25 to May 2, simultane- 
ously with Better Homes Week. 

As in the past, special efforts will be 
made by the Jewish pulpit and press to 
emphasize the importance of books and 
learning in the life of the Jew. It is 
hoped that focusing on this literature will 
engender good-will and call attention to 
the efforts toward peace to which the Jew 
has always aspired. 

Special programs, exhibits, lectures and 
radio broadcasts are being planned. For 
further information and suggestions for 
development, write Miss Fanny Gold- 
stein, West End Library, 131 Cambridge 
Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 
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Public Library Figures for 1935-36 


By PAUL NORTH RICE 


Chairman, A. L. A. Committee on Salaries, Staff, and Service 


/ \ GAIN with this issue of the Bul- 


letin there are presented statistics of pub- 
lic libraries. The sponsoring of these 
tables and of the similar tables for college 
and school libraries has been for some years 
one of the most important contributions 
of the A. L. A. Salaries Committee. John 
Boynton Kaiser and Charles H. Compton, 
former chairmen, have written illuminat- 
ingly of how such tables could best be 
used by librarians. Mr. Compton’s article 
on “Interpretation and Use of Salary Sta- 
tistics” in the A. L. A. Bulletin for 1933, 
page 241, should be made required read- 
ing for all attempting to interpret these 
tables. 

Certain criticisms of these tables are 
constantly made, and the sponsoring com- 
mittees, recognizing their validity, still be- 
lieve the tables worth while. However, 
they are expensive to compile, both to the 
contributing libraries and to the A. L. A. 
headquarters staff, and they are not justi- 
fiable unless they are used. Accordingly, 
library administrators are urged to use 
these tables and to pass on to the sponsor- 
ing committees any suggestions they can 
make as to how they could be made more 
valuable. 

The most frequent criticisms are: 

1. There is a change in the libraries 
included from year to year which makes it 
difficult to reveal trends. 

2. Many outstanding libraries are not 
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included and, conversely, certain types of 
libraries and certain geographical regions 
are not adequately represented. 

3. Much information, especially of 
salaries, is either not reported or is confi- 
dential and so cannot be printed. 

There are two reasons for changes in 
the libraries. Each year libraries are cir- 
cularized in the attempt to make the list 
include outstanding libraries, and repre- 
sentative libraries of particular types and 
of particular geographical sections. Cer- 
tainly no one would hesitate to add li- 
braries that will make the tables more 
comprehensive. 

A second reason for changes in the list 
is that some libraries, after furnishing sta- 
tistics in former years, for one reason or 
another cannot or will not continue to do 
so. However, the changes in the libraries 
included are not sufficiently numerous to 
make impossible a study of trends. Among 
the libraries listed in the tables covering 
cities of over 200,000, 43 were listed last 
year and 40 both last year and the year 
before. For cities from 100,000 to 
199,999, 41 were shown last year and 29 
both last year and the year before. For 
cities from 35,000 to 99,999, 43 were 
listed last year and 36 both last year and 
the year before. For cities from 10,000 
to 34,999, 38 were listed last year and 30 
both last year and the year before. 

All public libraries serving a population 








236 


of more than 100,000 are circularized. 
Below that figure a real attempt is made 
to include libraries of various sorts, such 
as the suburban libraries of Brookline, 
Massachusetts, Evanston, Illinois, Mont- 
clair, New Jersey, and libraries serving 
communities which are not near larger 
cities, such as Binghamton, New York, 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts, and Savannah, 
Georgia. The list would be more repre- 
sentative if a larger proportion of the li- 
braries circularized were willing to furnish 
their statistics. 

The third criticism, that considerable 
salary information is either not reported 
or stated to be confidential, is, unfortun- 
ately, true, and no one regrets it more 
than the sponsoring committee. Occa- 
sionally local situations may make it either 
illegal or unwise to give salary informa- 
tion. In most cases, however, there is 
little danger of such information being 
misused or misinterpreted. It is usually 
the higher salaries that are not given, and 
as Mr. Kaiser once wrote, “If they are 
so high comparatively, it would be a gen- 
erous act and helpful to others to make 
them available.” 

Tables have twice been published for 
cities of more than 200,000 population 
showing the relative standing of the differ- 
ent libraries in such items as volumes per 
capita, per cent of population registered, 
circulation per capita, and circulation per 
employee. While no such tables are pub- 
lished this year it would be easy for any 
librarian to compare his library in these 
respects with other libraries in towns of 
a similar size and situation. It is such 
comparisons that will make these tables 
really revealing, and, the sponsoring com- 
mittees believe, really helpful. 

Special attention is called to the foot- 
ings below the tables, where high, median, 
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and low figures are given for all the items 
covered above. General working condi- 
tions are indicated in these high, median, 
and low figures for working hours and 
vacations. 

The most important use of these tables, 
however, is as a help in raising library 
salaries. There is no question in the minds 
of most members of the A. L. A. that 
library salaries are today too low and that 
with the increasing cost of living they will 
be still more inadequate two or three years 
from now unless immediate steps are taken 
to prevent this. Library salaries must be 
raised not only for the sake of the under- 
paid librarians who, in a period of infla- 
tion, will be increasingly underpaid, but 
even more to assure in the future attraction 
to the profession of the ablest young men 
and women. 

While it is often true that library 
boards and city fathers must be con- 
vinced of the need of better salaries 
before they can be secured, it is still true 
that the first responsibility is clearly up to 
library administrators, who must them- 
selves be convinced of the need of better 
salaries before they can convince govern- 
ing bodies. These tables, if intelligently 
used, will show many a library adminis- 
trator that certain positions on their staff 
are underpaid compared with similar posi- 
tions in other similar libraries. There are 
few library administrators who cannot find 
in these tables some ammunition which 
should help them in their attempt to con- 
vince governing boards that library salaries 
are inadequate. If there are any fortunate 
libraries where salaries are so much better 
than those in other comparable institutions 
that no help can be derived from the tables, 
their governing boards can at least feel that 
by their publication they are generously 
helping the profession as a whole. 
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Trends Revealed in Statistics 


By BERNICE E. HODGES 
Member, A. L. A. Committee on Salaries, Staff, and Service 


A picture of the public library situation 
today, as far as it can be given in statistics, 
is attempted on the following pages. The 
statistics given leave great gaps in the rela- 
tions of the libraries with those they serve, 
though circulation and registration statistics 
give some indication of this vital relation. 
However, keeping in mind the limitations 
of all figures, a constant attempt is being 
made to increase the usefulness of the data 
printed annually on public libraries. 

The content of the data given this year 
follows that given in previous years, with 
the addition of considerable new material. 
The questionnaires sent out by the A. L. A. 
headquarters staff under the auspices of the 
Committee on Salaries, Staff, and Service 
and the Committee on Library Administra- 
tion were revised, especially in the definitions 
of library positions, in an effort to secure 
greater clarity and greater uniformity in the 
reports from the various libraries. As far 
as possible, the data given by one library 
are comparable with those given by another. 

Among the changes, “administrative office 
assistants” takes care of a group that could 
properly be placed neither with professional 
nor clerical groups. “First assistants—divi- 
sions” picks out another group. 


Workinc ConpiITIONsS 


Several factors related to staff working 
conditions are rather clearly presented, but 
they show such great variations that it is 
difficult to give any brief summary. Hours 
of work and vacations, for instance, vary 
greatly from library to library and within 
the same library with respect to the different 
classes of workers. 
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VALIDITY OF THE STATISTICS 


Individually, the statistics may be “true 
and righteous altogether.” For purposes of 
presenting a true picture, their value is 
greatly marred by the failure of libraries to 
make returns, and by the fact that some 
replies sent must be kept confidential. 


Some TrENDs REVEALED 


While it is impossible to be too positive 
in dealing with statistics so incompletely rep- 
resented, certain trends do show them- 
selves. 

In general, library conditions seem to be 
improved. There is a distinct upward turn 
in appropriations. There have been some res- 
torations of salary cuts and practically no 
reductions in individual salaries. In a few 
libraries there have been increases in salaries. 
It does not seem too much to say, however, 
that the average of these restorations and in- 
creases does not match the increased cost 
of living. In other words, “real” salaries 
probably show little increase and may in 
fact be decreased. 

Increases in book collections are quite 
general while registration and circulation 
figures show a tendency to decrease. How 
much the decreases are the effects of dimin- 
ished book buying over a term of years, 
how much of increased employment, and 
thus more money to spend, is hard to say. 
Certainly a number of individual libraries 
which have suffered less than others in 
book appropriations show increases in both 
registration and circulation of books. In 
general, increases in book circulation, where 
they exist at all, seem more common in 
juvenile than in adult books. 
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Libraries Serving More than 200,000 Population 


There are fifty cities in the United States 
and Canada with populations exceeding 
200,000. Questionnaires were sent to all of 
them and replies were received from all but 
two. Unfortunately, some replies were in- 
complete and some requested that parts be 
kept confidential. 

While the range for the various libraries 
is wide: book collection, 2,082,080 volumes 
to 47,131 volumes; registered borrowers, 
752,158 to 11,513; circulation, 10,960,541 
volumes to 256,032 volumes; annual expendi- 
tures, $1,711,846 to $54,708; the large per- 
centages of replies makes this the most 
satisfactory group in which to make com- 
parisons. 

Conditions, within this group, follow the 
trends outlined above. Increases in book 
stock are almost universal. 

It is impossible to compare the book stock 
figures for Baltimore or San Antonio in the 
tables last year with those appearjng this 
year because, in each instance, a change has 
been made in the method of keeping records. 

Registrations show decreases in twenty- 
three cases of the total of the forty-one 
libraries whose reports were included 
for both years, while the circulation of 
books in twenty-nine libraries had decreased. 
The circulation load carried by each 
employee has increased in only five libra- 
ries; thirty-three show noted decreases. 
Eleven did not report on this item for both 


years, therefore comparisons are not possible. 

Expenditures as well as incomes tend to 
show increases; thirty-three libraries report 
increases and four, decreases. The increase 
in the amount and percentage spent for 
books and salaries is not always propor- 
tionate to the increase or decrease in the 
total operating expenditures. In but twenty- 
two cases has the percentage spent for books 
been increased and in but fifteen the per- 
centage spent for salaries. 

In the two years listed, individual salaries 
show increases in only five libraries. Only 
one library made increases each year, two 
last year and not this and two this year 
and not last. Restorations of salaries have 
been fairly general and a number of libraries 
report that all cuts have been restored. In 
this group, as noted in general trends, the 
increased cost of living and almost static 
salaries probably mean actual reductions in 
“real” salaries. 

Anything more than minor changes in the 
number of professional librarians employed 
shows in but fifteen libraries, eleven with 
increases, four with decreases and eleven not 
reporting. In some cases, rather wide dif- 
ferences are balanced by similar differences 
in the number of subprofessional staff mem- 
bers, leading to the supposition that the 
change is one of classification due to the 
new definitions, rather than to a change in 
the persons employed. 


Libraries Serving from 100,000 to 199,999 Population 


From the fifty-five cities with populations 
of from 100,000 to 199,999 reports were 
received from thirty-six, slightly over 65 per 
cent. 

Book collections show increases in twenty- 
eight of the thirty-four libraries which also 
reported last year. 

Registration drops were even more marked 
than in the larger group, thirty-one showing 
losses ; three showing gains. Circulation fig- 
ures showed exactly the same proportion of 
thirty-one losses to three gains. The cir- 


culation load per staff member decreased in 
twenty-six cases with increased loads for the 
staffs of seven libraries. 

Expenditures show a lower proportion in 
increases than in the group serving more 
than 200,000 population and some of these 
increases were small; only about two-thirds 
increased and one-third decreased. The 
percentage for book expenditures is larger 
in twenty-four libraries, though the total ex- 
penditures are increased in but twenty-three. 
Half of the libraries show increases, half 
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decreases in the proportion, of the total, spent 
for salaries. A similarly even division re- 
garding the number of professional staff 
members also appears, two approximately the 
same, with eleven increases and eleven de- 
creases of some importance. Here, too, some 
of the changes, in both directions, as evi- 
denced by a comparison with the subprofes- 
sional group, appear to be a change in group- 
ing rather than a change in staff. 
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Individual staff salaries show in most 
cases a few individual salaries increased, 
sometimes one, sometimes two, or perhaps 
as many as seven. One library reported 
40 per cent increases in some salaries the first 
year and 28, 36, and 50 per cent in other 
salaries the second year. Only one library 
reported individual salary decreases. Res- 
torations of cuts are fairly general, in some 
cases making full restoration. 


Libraries Serving from 35,000 to 99,999 Population 


When we reach the next smaller group, 
35,000 to 99,999 population, we get.a smaller 
sample of the libraries but a slightly better re- 
turn from the libraries to whom question- 
naires were sent, forty-seven from sixty- 
eight. Because of lack of replies we have but 
forty-two which can be compared for two 
years and of these, returns are partial in 
some Cases. 

The proportion of book collection increases 
is slightly higher and both registration and 
circulation figures make a better showing 


than in the next higher group, registration 
with twenty-one gains and twenty-one losses 
and circulation with eleven gains and thirty 
losses. The circulation load per employee 
shows much the same gain or loss, and in- 
creased total expenditure more often means 
an increased proportion for salaries. 

Individual staff salaries show some in- 
creases in seventeen cases the first year and 
sixteen the second, with no decreases, and 
restorations of cuts, in sixteen and nine- 
teen cases respectively. 


Libraries Serving from 10,000 to 34,999 Population 


The sampling of libraries in cities of from 
10,000 to 34,999 population is even more re- 
stricted than in the three groups of larger 
sized communities. The United States alone 
contains over six hundred cities of this size 
having public libraries. A complete picture 
would, of course, have to represent all of 
these libraries. The difficulties connected 
with an annual survey of this magnitude are 
obvious. Seventy-two libraries in the United 
States and Canada have, therefore, been se- 
lected to represent this group. However, 
not even all of these seventy-two have re- 
sponded and we have as representatives of the 
10,000 to 34,999 population group, sixty li- 
braries. Of this number, three are confi- 
dential, seven did not send the supplement 
on salary increases, reductions, and restora- 
tions, or sent it too late for inclusion, and 
three specified that salaries were confiden- 
tial. Moreover, for purposes of compari- 
son, not all of these can be used as not all 
of them reported last year. 





While this small number of replies would 
seem to invalidate the figures of the whole 
group, results, in most cases, tally so closely 
with the other groups where returns are 
greater, that it seems fair to consider these 
returns representative. 

Book collections show growth in twenty- 
nine and shrinkage in five of the libraries. 
Registrations have increased in sixteen and 
decreased in eighteen libraries, about the 
same condition as observed in the libraries of 
cities of 35,000 to 99,999 population and of 
those in excess of 200,000. 

This is the only group showing increased 
circulation very generally. Twenty-six of 
the thirty-five libraries whose work in two 
successive years can be compared circulated 
more books this year than last. The cir- 
culation load per employee, however, shows 
the typical decrease in twenty-five libraries 
against nine increased. 

Increases in expenditures and in percent- 
age spent for salaries are reported in nine- 
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teen out of thirty-four cases while sixteen 
libraries show an increase in the percentage 
spent for books. 

The number of professional staff mem- 
bers remains practically the same in thir- 
teen cases the first year and fifteen the sec- 
ond, with nine and ten showing increases and 
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eight decreases for each of the two years. 

Individual salaries show some improve- 
ment with eight libraries reporting increases 
the first year and twelve the second, 
no losses and eight reporting restoration of 
salary cuts the first year and five the 
second. 


5) *K KE 


PUBLIC LIBRARY STATISTICS 


Summary 
Number of Library 
Employees in i Salary Salary 
Full-Time Expen- of As- Salary of Salary of 
Equivalent ditures ditures Salary sistant Salary of | Branch and Pro- 
Circulation Last of Chief Chief a Sub-Branch _ fessional 
Last Fiscal Profes- ‘Fiscal Fiscal Li- _—Libra- eads Librarians Assistants* 
Year! Total sional Year Year brarian rian Min. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max 
"More than i 10, =. 541 1008 554 1,711,846 1,185,881 10,000 5525 3200 4662 2400 3300 1680 3500 
Median 2,23 4 148 83 267,2224 164,248 5000 3270 1836 2712 1500 1960 1200 1800 
ines 134 2 a 16,553 2845 1485 734 1728 734 734 582 793 
a 1,395, feng 9x 38 185,329 117,478 6000 2640 2220 2600 2100 2220 2000 2100 
199,999 Median "634,640 41 17% 71,876 41,811 3500 2175 1500 1951 13144 1608 1170 1380 
a 231,266 14 8 21,083 12,631 2584 1560 1080 1236 600 790 600 900 
1,284, 138 73 424 124,726 78,657 5220 2950 2345 3000 2200 2252 1575 1800 
401,151 2015 ll 40,538 22,456 3000 2018 1500 1800 1450 1560 1080 1457 
Prvulation| Le 122,405 3 2 2224 1200 540 980 1140 913 «913 792 960 
Serving 
10,000 High 398 , 998 24ro% 174 65,244 22,687 4000 3000 1980 2160 2100 1800 2160 2160 
34,9999 Median 170,465 8 34 13,564 6795 2000 1500 1300 1567 1200 1260 1000 1140 
Population} Low 80,294 34 1 4456 2542 960 800 750 1020 660 720 600 810 
14-day loan period figures included 


2 udes catalogers, children’s librarians and school librarians 




















DEFINITIONS 


1. An administrative office assistant is a 
person such as the business manager or sec- 
retary to the chief librarian or director 
who performs work of a highly specialized 
nature but not that requiring training and 
skill in the theoretical or scientific parts of 
library work. 

Formal education or experience equiva- 
lent to that required of such workers in a 
large business organization should be con- 
sidered as prerequisite. 

2. A department head is a member of 
the professional staff directly responsible to 
the chief librarian or director, or assistant 
chief librarian, and in charge of a major 
division of the library organization which 
has its own staff and definite responsibili- 
ties, or, where the central library is organ- 
ized under the divisional system, is head of 
one of the divisions of the central library 
such as literature, history, or technology 
and is directly responsible to the chief libra- 
rian or director, assistant chief librarian or 
librarian of the main library. (Branch libra- 
rians should not be considered department 
heads. Salary of an assistant chief li- 
brarian serving as department head should 
not be included here.) 

The department head must meet the quali- 
fications of a professional assistant as de- 
fined in definition 6. 

3. A division head is a member of the 
professional staff directly responsible to a 
department head and in charge of a sub- 
division of a department. ‘The division has 
its own staff and responsibilities. 

A division head must meet the qualifica- 
tions of a professional assistant as defined 
in definition 6. 

4. A branch librarian is a member of the 
professional staff and in charge of an aux- 
iliary library with a permanent foundation 
collection of books, administered as an in- 
tegral part of the library system, with at 
least one full-time librarian. 

A branch librarian must meet the qualifi- 
cations of a professional assistant as defined 
in definition 6. 

5. A first assistant is a member of the 
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professional staff of a department, division, 
or branch having a staff with a minimum 
of three professional persons. The first as- 
sistant is directly responsible to the depart- 
ment head, division head, or branch librarian 
and is second in authority. (Only one first 
assistant should be listed for each depart- 
ment, division, or branch.) 

The first assistant must meet the quali- 
fications of a professional assistant as 
defined in definition 6. 

6. A professional assistant is a member 
of the professional staff performing work of 
a professional grade which requires train- 
ing and skill in the theoretical or scientific 
parts of library work as distinct from its 
merely mechanical parts and includes all the 
professional staff except the chief librarian 
or director, assistant chief librarian, depart- 
ment heads, division heads, branch libra- 
rians, and first assistants. 

To be classed as a professional assistant, 
the person should have: 

a. At least a bachelor’s degree which in- 
cludes one year of professional education in 
the four years which lead to the bachelor’s 
degree; or 

b. An informal education considered by 
the chief librarian as the real equivalent of 
four years of college work plus five years’ 
experience in a library of recognized pro- 
fessional standing. (This provision is to 
take care of those already in the profession 
who are performing duties which require a 
knowledge of books and library technique 
as taught in a library school.) 

7. A subprofessional assistant is a person 
who performs, under the immediate super- 
vision of professional staff members, work 
largely concerned with the higher routine 
processes which are peculiar to library work 
and which require some knowledge of library 
procedure. (No assistant paid on an hourly 
basis should be included here.) 

A subprofessional assistant should have 
had at least brief elementary training in 
library work as taught in a library summer 
session or a training class. 


(Continued on page 264) 
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DEFINITIONS 
(Continued from page 241) 

8. A clerical assistant is a person such as 
a typist, etc., who performs, under immedi- 
ate supervision, processes which may require 
experience, speed, accuracy, and clerical abil- 
ity of a high order but do not require 
knowledge of the theoretical or scientific as- 
pects of library work. 

High school graduation is presupposed for 
this classification. 

g. “Others” includes those devoting either 
full or part-time to the most simple clerical 
or manual tasks which involve no responsi- 
bility or independent judgment. (This work 
is usually performed by pages, shelvers, and 
beginning workers. Book menders, bindery 
force, janitors, engineers, and building force 
should not be included here.) 

10. Branches are auxiliary libraries, with 
a permanent foundatien collection of books, 
administered as an integral part of the li- 
brary system, with at least one full-time li- 
brarian. Sub-branches are small branches, 
open fewer hours, yet distinct from stations 
in that both the agency and the book collec- 
tion are more permanent. 


late. \ 


Correction 


Two corrections in the statistics of the 
University of Texas Library, as printed in 
the February, 1937, Bulletin, have been re- 
ported by the librarian to A. L. A. Head- 
quarters. The maximum salary for a pro- 
fessional assistant in the catalog department 
is $1,680, not $1,620. The total figure for 
staff salaries should read $64,322, rather 
than $61,980, making the total operating ex- 
penditure $140,756. 


FFVIII 


Documentation Congress 


The World Congress of Documentation 
will be held in Paris August 16 to 21, 1937, 
with the codperation of international or- 
ganizations. The production and grouping 


of documents, the technique of documenta- 
tion, administrative and technical organiza- 
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tion, and a world-wide system of documen- 
tation will be discussed. 

The congress will be held coincidently with 
the Paris Exposition at which the A. L. A, 
exhibit on microphotography, described in 
the March Bulletin, will be displayed, 
Representation of the A. L. A. at the con- 
gress has been requested. 


In 
Revise Waterproofing Clause 


At the recent convention of the Library 
Binding Institute in Cleveland, it was voted 
to revise the following clause on “Water- 
proofing” in the Minimum Specifications for 
Class “A” Library Binding: 

“All books shall be sprayed or treated with 
a preservative lacquer evenly applied over 
their lettered backs.” 

The revised clause reads: 

“All books shall be sprayed or treated with 
a transparent preservative coating suitable 
to the material used and evenly applied over 
their lettered backs.” 


sna 
Chinese Library in Need 


The provincial library at Changsha was 
one of the many public buildings destroyed 
during the occupation of the region by the 
communists. Recently plans have been 
begun for the reéstablishment of the library. 
Chinese publishers have agreed to give publi- 
cations, and others are codperating to put the 
library on its feet. Contributions of books, 
particularly in the field of education or the 
social sciences, are earnestly solicited. Any 
libraries having duplicates or other volumes 
which they are willing to donate to the li- 
brary at Changsha are urged to send them 
to the Smithsonian Institution, International 
Exchanges, Washington, D.C. 

Packages should be legibly marked for the 
Provincial Library, Changsha, China. A 
letter should also be written to the Institu- 
tion stating by what route the consignment 
is being shipped and the number of boxes or 
parcels comprising the shipment. The name 
of the consignee, Francis B. Hutchins, 
treasurer of Yale in China, Changsha, 
in whose care books are to be sent, should 
be mentioned in the letter. 
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Protest Iowa Appointment 


Tue State Library Board of Iowa, 
acting apparently at the behest of the gov- 
ernor, who is a member, has appointed as 
librarian of the Iowa State Library, John 
D. Denison, a Des Moines attorney with 
no library training or experience. 

In addition to this, the governor has 
notified the employees of the general de- 
partment of the state library that, “The 
board will at an early date make further 
changes in the personnel. This letter is 
to advise you that your future employment 
will depend upon negotiations with the 
board through Mr. Denison.” 

Paul North Rice, representing the 
American Library Association on such 
matters of library personnel as appoint- 
ments and tenure, as chairman of the 
A. L. A. Committee on Salaries, Staff, and 
Service, has sent the following letter of 
protest to Governor Kraschel: 


We are disappointed that the governor of 
the State of Iowa should, according to such 
evidences as we have received, throw the 
state library into party politics. Such action 
is peculiarly unfortunate and inexplicable at 
this time, when both party platforms have 
come out boldly for the extension of the 
merit system. 

There is great work to be done by the 
state library agencies of Iowa for the good 
of all the people of the state. Experience 
points clearly to the fact that such work is 
well done only when it is carried on by 
people who are chosen because of their train- 
ing, experience, and general fitness for the 
job and not because of party affiliations. 

On behalf of the libraries of America, we 
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protest the appointment of people to library 
positions as a political favor, and urge, in 
the interest of good library service for the 
people of your state, that only professionally 
trained librarians be appointed to library 
positions in the state library agencies. 


To Study Tabulating Machine 


Hartanp A. Carpenter, chairman 
of the A. L. A. Committee on Library Ad- 
ministration, reports that a subcommittee 
of four members will study adaptation of 
the Hollerith tabulating machine to the 
statistical needs of libraries. Ralph Hal- 
stead Parker, chairman, William Converse 
Haygood, Frank N. Jones, and Robert 
Alexander Miller are members of the sub- 
committee. The Boston Public Library 
and the University of Texas Library are 
now using the Hollerith machine in some 
of their departments. 


Junior Members Asked To Help 
with Publicity 


Present Wyer has asked the fol- 
lowing junior members to serve as a 
Subcommittee on Publicity for the 
Association: Ruth T. Manlove, chairman, 
Ella V. Aldrich, Mrs. Gladys A. Brown, 
Catherine Bundy, Gretchen Janette Gar- 
rison, Elizabeth Hesser, Esther Sperling 
Kalis, Marie D. Loizeaux, Ruby C. Wil- 
der, and Janet K. Zimmerman. 

The collection of human interest stories 
reporting important services rendered by 
libraries will be one project of the group. 
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New Courses in Special Fields 
Offered 


New courses in at least four spe- 
cial fields of library service will be offered 
in 1937 summer sessions, according to in- 
formation received by the A. L. A. Board 
of Education for Librarianship. 

A course in school library administra- 
tion will be given at the University of 
California School of Librarianship in the 
first three weeks of the summer session, 
June 29 to July 16, with Margaret Cleave- 
land as instructor. The school will re- 
peat the course during the second three 
weeks, July 19 to August 6, at the Uni- 
versity of California at Los Angeles. 

Library work with children, to include 
comparative reading in several fields of 
children’s literature and discussion of ad- 
ministrative methods, will likewise be of- 
fered in Los Angeles in the first three weeks 
of the session. Mrs. Frances Clarke Say- 
ers will be the instructor. 


The Graduate Library School of the 
University of Chicago will conduct a sem- 
inar for college librarians from July 22 
to August 27. The problems of the admin- 
istrators of libraries in teachers colleges 
and in junior colleges will be considered 
as well as those of librarians in liberal 
arts colleges. 

A special course in law library service, 
with Miles O. Price as the instructor, will 
be offered at Columbia University School 
of Library Service. While some attention 
will be given to problems of administra- 
tion and to library techniques, emphasis 
will be placed on the literature of the law 
and the tools for getting at it which the 
skilled law librarian must be able to use 
effectively. 


The course on practical aspects of the 
larger library unit, at Louisiana State Uni- 
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versity, and the training course for hos- 
pital librarians now in progress at the Dj- 
vision of Library Instruction at the 
University of Minnesota, were announced 
in the March Bulletin; the institute for 
librarians in service, at the Graduate Li- 
brary School, in the January Bulletin. 


School Librarians’ Directory 


Scoot librarians need no longer 
feel isolated and far away from others who 
are doing similar work. The Directory 
of School Librarians is an alphabetical list 
of all school librarians who are members of 
the A. L. A., indicating by symbols those 
in elementary school libraries, junior high 
school libraries, and in other types. A 
geographical list adds to the usefulness of 
this mimeographed publication which is 
available from the A. L. A. for forty-five 


cents. 


Have You Junior Member Nom- 
inees to Suggest? 


RutH Mantove, chairman of the 
Junior Members Round Table, writes that 
the following Nominating Committee has 
been appointed to choose round table of- 
ficers for 1937-38: Winifred A. Suther- 
land, Public Library, Albany, New York, 
chairman; Mrs. Norma Olin Ireland, 
Pomona College Library, Claremont, Cali- 
fornia; E. W. McDiarmid, Jr., Baylor 
University Library, Waco, Texas. 

Elections will be held during the con- 
ference of the A. L. A. in New York, June 
21 to 26. Have you nominees to suggest? 
Recommendations will be welcome if sent 
to Miss Sutherland immediately. An- 
nouncement of the slate will be made in 
the June Bulletin. 
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Chicago Stages Third Annual 
Exhibit 
To the Editor: 


An exhibit of the work of the various 
departments of the Chicago Public Library 
was presented in the club woman’s bureau of 
Mandel Brothers department store during 
the month of February. The primary ob- 
jective of the exhibit was to acquaint the 
public with the various services of the pub- 
lic library. To this end, many types of the 
material available were placed on display 
with numerous posters and graphs interpret- 
ing the departmental services and present- 
ing statistics of their use. A large colorful 
map of the city on which library branches 
were located, and density maps showing the 
number of library registrants in every sec- 
tion of the city proved of great interest to 
visitors. The poster showing book circula- 
tion among foreign readers is reproduced on 
the following page. 

Conferences were held each Saturday 
morning at which prominent speakers pre- 
sented subjects of interest. Among them 
were Dr. James E. McDade, assistant super- 
intendent of the Chicago public schools, who 
spoke on the subject, “How Well Do Chil- 
dren Read?” Mr. Oscar Junge, of the 
Monastery Hill Book Bindery, who gave 
a most interesting talk on “Art of Fine 
Book-Making;” and Mrs. Dorothy Aldis 
who read delightfully from her poems. 
Mr. and Mrs. Holling C. Holling talked and 
chalk-talked on “Indians of Old Chicago” 
in observance of the Chicago centennial 
celebrated in March, and a delightful musi- 
cal program was rendered by the madrigal 
singers of the Von Steuben High School. 
Demonstrations of the Talking Book in con- 
nection with the library’s work with the 
blind, and of activities of children’s reading 
clubs were also given. 

In addition to its publicity value for the 
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Communications to or from A.L.A. Members 


library, the exhibit was an interesting ex- 
ample of codperation on the part of several 
organizations in behalf of a public institu- 
tion. To Mandel Brothers, one of the city’s 
high class department stores located on State 
Street, the library was indebted for space 
in its club woman’s bureau, with its very 
attractive booths, cases, and lighting facili- 
ties. The store handled the major part of 
publicity for the exhibit, distributing ten 
thousand printed programs through the mail, 
running announcements with store advertise- 
ments, and doing a great deal of telephone 
publicity. 

The Chicago public school system co- 
operated in furnishing a speaker of national 
repute and one of the system’s finest and 
most popular musical groups. Posters, maps, 
graphs and announcements were made by the 
WPA Federal Art Project under the direc- 
tion of Mrs. Increase Robinson; radio time 
for announcements was given by several sta- 
tions, and advertising space was made avail- 
able by the Rapid Transit Company of the 
city. 

Library announcements were prominent- 
ly displayed in police, fire, and other city 
departments as well as in local business 
places. Through the courtesy of the Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer Company the film, the Per- 
fect Tribute, was presented at the conclusion 
of the conference. 

The exhibit was well attended throughout 
the month, with overflow meetings, far ex- 
ceeding the 200-seat capacity of the room, 
marking all conferences. Much credit for 
the success of the undertaking must be given 
Mr. Roden who opened the conferences on 
February 13 with an inspiring talk on the 
public library’s objectives and services, de- 
partment heads who codperated, and Mrs. 
M. L. Purvin, a trustee of the library, who 
was instrumental in securing the codperation 
of Mandel Brothers for the institution, and 
who was most active in promoting the proj- 
ect. The exhibit was the third annual one 
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presented by the library as a codperative 
venture of this type, each of which we be- 
lieve has been as potent a factor in promot- 
ing good will toward the library on the 
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and commercial groups, 
AcaTHA L. SHEA 
Director of Children’s W ork T 
Chicago Public Library 
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Library Periodicals!! 
To the Editor: 


Looking over a collection of library pub- 
lications the other day, we found ourselves 
much depressed. We spread them out, a 
whole array: unattractive covers, uninspir- 
ing title pages, and mostly very dull con- 
tents. Some of them resemble nothing so 
much as government bulletins, and one won- 
ders who, except the unfortunate editors, has 
ever read one through. 

Our highly respectable Library Journal is 
perking up a bit with Milton Ferguson’s 
editorials on libraries vs. politics. But we al- 
ways turn quickly to see if the news items 
are alphabetically arranged. It has become 
a mania with us. 

There is the India Library Journal, 
printed at Bezwada, India, which is fascinat- 
ing reading. And up to date. They sug- 
gest that an occasional little-used temple be 
used for library purposes. 

The Pacific Northwest Library Associa- 
tion Quarterly, while it does not escape the 
bulletin appearance, is full of articles well 
mixed with dynamite. 

The Wilson Bulletin used to be one of 
our favorites until that fearful day last July 
when the Junior Members Department 
pounced from its pages with all the energy 
and naiveté of a high school weekly. 
Merely to be young is not enough. And 
shouldn’t they be warned that no matter 
how Peter Pannish they are, unless they are 
awfully careful, they will practically all be 
thirty-five years old some day? Well, we 
do not welcome the Wilson with the old 
glad cry. We open it gingerly, and proceed 
with the greatest caution. 

And present company, the A. L. A. Bul- 
letin—yes, it has a gay cover, and lately 
includes some very attractive little cuts. We 
applaud, how we applaud, its pounding away 
on the subject of standards and salaries. 
We realize that it must be a sort of reposi- 
tory for records of library convention 
speeches and papers, but even so, couldn’t 
there be more signs of life? 

Or is it true, as Bernard DeVoto, of the 
Saturday Review of Literature, said in an 
editorial, “Librarians have no voice”? We 





269 


all know librarians who are capable of voic- 
ing their ideas. It is true that not many, 
after a grilling day at a desk, feel like sitting 
down and dashing off a dazzling piece of 
literature, or even a good publicity article. 
But librarians need to use their voices, not 
only in their own periodicals for mutual 
stimulation, but where the Public can hear, 
in newspapers and magazines—not called 
bulletins. 

Bulletins. Bulletins. Suggestive of a 
sick chamber: “Temperature subnormal; 
pluse rapid; sinking. No hope.” Why can’t 
we doctor them up, administer a little nour- 
ishment, until the report reads: “Tempera- 
ture normal; heart beating high. Every 
hope for speedy recovery.” 

BErRTHA MARSHALL 
Los Angeles Public Library 


Unordered Merchandise 
To A. L. A. Members: 


Libraries are constantly receiving free 
copies of pamphlets and books which have 
been sent in order to make them available 
for public use. Occasionally there will be 
items, taken to be gifts, which are followed 
by bills sent often some weeks later. These 
unordered publications cause a great deal of 
trouble and annoyance, and they are entirely 
unjustified. The Book Buying Committee 
has received inquiries as to a possible means 
of abolishing these annoyances. 

The National Better Business Bureau, In- 
corporated, Chrysler Building, New York 
City, published a Members News Bulletin 
on September 9, 1936, which covers the prob- 
lem. The following is a quotation from 
that Bulletin: 

“. . . How can it be stopped? By making it 
unprofitable, which can be done by refusing 
to pay for or return the merchandise. The 
recipient is under no obligation to pay for 
unordered merchandise. He need not re- 
turn it, even though an addressed and stamped 
container is enclosed for that purpose. He 
need not even notify the sender of his in- 
tentions. The recipient of unsolicited goods 
may not appropriate them for his own use, 
but is required to hold them for a reasonable 
length of time only. If a qualified agent of 





